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treatment we currently provide in the tax policy, under
LB 154, is we do tend to treat the smaller tracks, Columbus
and Atokad in p ar t i cu l ar , a l i t t l e mo r e favorably than the
larger tracks. But it is a neutral policy in the s ense t h a t
that level of favoritism, that is with the first $7 million
handle being exempted from tax, applies across the board, it
appl ie s t o Ak - Sar - B en , t o l i nc o l n , to Atokad, to Columbus
and t o For m e r Par k . So in the last analysis it is
essentially a revenue neutral policy. S enator War ne r s ay s ,
though, that he is anticipating this afternoon's activities
and his anticipation is that this Legislature will excise
the general fund appropriation of about $ 112 , 0 0 0 t o t h e
State Fair for its activities,a nd when we d o t h at , and i n
add tion increase in effect t he parimutuel tax for th e
Lincoln track, we work a real hardship to the Fair. My
a tt' tude is that we ought to continue with LB 154 as
currently amended. If Senator Warner and the Appropriations
Committee then believes that cutting out the general fund
support for the Fair Board would b e unconsc i o nab le , t he y
should simply take that off the hit list. B ut t o i n a sen s e
break ranks with what I think is a neutral tax policy, to
favor a given track, is wrong. I would rather maintain a
neutral tax policy. Then if you' ve got to provide special
help to a given track because it also funds the stat e F a i r ,
then we do that through general fund appropriation. So I
oppose Senator Warner's amendment.

PRESIDENT: Sen at o r D e Camp, do you wi sh t o sp eak on t h e
Warner amendment to LB...

SENATOR DECAMP: (Response i naud i b l e . )

PRESIDENT: N o. Sen at o r M o r e h e a d .

SENATOR MOREHEAD: Mr. President, members of the body, I
rise to support Senator Warner in this particular instance.
guess it is a matter of who is being favored as to how one

views favoritism or special treatment. I think that you
need to look a little further than just the tax policy, and
maybe you need to look at the racing days, and the racing
season, and h o w t h at h as been distributed, and how that
impacts, in this particular case, a r ac i ng t r ack wh i ch
additionally impacts an institution or wha t I v i ew a s an
i ns t i t ut i on i n t h e St a t e o f Nebraska. I t h ink that the
State Fair is as much of an institution in the S tate of
Nebraska as the University football team. I t h ink as i t
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