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standard line of the current national adminis t r a t i o n . Bu t
if nonlawyers could not serve properly as play judges and do
the things a judge should do effectively, w hy are t h e y g o i n g
to take nonlawyers in Douglas County, Lancaster County and
S arpy County and h ave t h e m doing what judges apparently are
doing now? What I' ve been told, along with the rest of you,
is that judges hear these cases, but they hear them only on
Friday morning, or at least only one day a week. Maybe some
will go into the afternoon if they are v ery ded i c a t ed . So
what they ar e s a y i n g now is that if you pass this bill and
allow a portion to take effect that will guarantee the jobs
of those who are serving as masters now then it is a good
thing and you have nonlawyers doing w hat j u d ge s h ad b e e n
doing b e f o r e . Th ey need t h e time to train these people
because right now they are not competent to do that. The
Chairman indicated, and here I am a little foggy, so he may
have to correct me, that some time is needed to prepare
t hese no n j u d ges , t h e s e nonlawyers to do the things that
j udges be f o r e h ad d o n e. So t he y need until September 1,
1986. The reason they selected September 1, 1986, because I
s ee some puzzled f a c es , y o u are probably wondering why that
date is magical, don't you. Well, that will be the first
full moon after the i mmediate l y p r e c e d in g f u l l mo o n . So
they selected September 1, 1986. I t h i nk we ou gh t t o gi ve
them all the time that is imaginable. So I'm offering an
amendment that says the effective date will be October 1,
1986. I ' m hop i n g t h a t y o u w i l l j oi n me i n this e n d e avor .
I' ve b een i n t h i s Leg i s l at ur e a l o n g t i me . I ' v e been
t hrough 15 . . . t h i s i s the 15h session. A lot of times the
Legislature, as somebody mentioned to me yesterday , i s l i ke
an ant hill. Wh ere undisturbed the ants go about doing
their jobs and you don't see very many of them. But if
something troubles that ant hill, like the foot of a child
or the stick of an adult, then ants come from everywhere,
scurrying about, talking to each other in ant and uncle
language, trying to find out wha t ha g one on. So when
efforts such as mine a re b e i ng un d e rt ak e n , a s c u r ry i n g
occurs, as people begin to plot strategy for bringing it to
an end. I expect that, and it is to be done. But this bill
was dropped on the Legislature very r ecent l y . I t i s a ve r y
serious b i l l . I ' m g oi ng t o t r ea t it in that fashion. If
they don't want a heavy bill like this, debate it at length
in the closing days of the session, don't bring it out here
like that. They have got to start getting these lawyers and
judges t o ge t her s oon e r . I n g i v i n g a n exp l a n a t i o n o f why
this bill was delayed Senator Higgins , who has ex p ressed an
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