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date and called upon the Supreme Court to appoint a
committee, over the summer and the fall, and to have
recommendations back to us by December 1 so that some of the
most experienced people in the state will set up this master
system in a way that will ruffle the fewest feathers among
judges and l a wyers ar o u nd t h e state. Now the complex child
support collection system is going to take 6 to 18 months to
implement. We have to have it up and running by the fall of
next ye a r . T hat an d o t h e r reasons are w hy w e' ve got t o p ass
a bill this year. Now the committee has taken a cautious
approach in delaying the effective date until the fall of
next yea r . We cou l d have had it g o into effect more
recently. Bu t since it calls for such a substantial
reorganization in m ost counties, not i n Douglas an d
Lancaster, but in most counties, about how these problems
are dealt with we thought caution is the better part of
valor, let's not speed up the process, let's take as much
time as the federal regulations allow us in terms of fine
tuning the system. But that doesn't mean the b i l l d oe s n ' t
have to p as s t h i s y ear . It still has to pass this year. As
S enator H i g g i n s s a y s , if we don't pass it this year we are
going t o b e r o l l i n g t he d i ce . There is a lot of money
i nvolve d i n t h at d i ce roll. F inally, Senator Chambers
t alked abou t t h i s b i l l be i ng st r on g l y l ob b i e d . I don' t k no w
if any of you have been contacted by the lobby, bu t r ea l l y
to my knowledge it has not been strongly l obbied . I ' d ask
any of you if a lobbyist has talked to you about i t . The
only lobby we have is the federal office in Kansas City that
is using this iron fist of $2.7 million to say you better
get such and such done by s u c h and such. To that extent it
i s b ei ng l obb i ed r i gh t d own ou r t hr o a t . But i n t he
traditional sense of h aving h i r ed l obb yi s t s out i n t he
lobby, I have not seen that happening. But I can tell you
that we should not adopt this Chambers amendment e i t he r
because that is going to create difficulties. As Senator
Higgins has stated several times, we do need to get this
thing passed this year. T hank you, Mr . S p eaker .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins, please.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr . P r e s i d en t and co l l e a gues .
As I said before, I had not read the bill. I still haven' t
because it's quite lengthy. But I h ave d i sc u s s ed , with t he
committee counsel, the Judiciary Committee Counsel, about
this September 1, 1986 need. She tells me t hat N e b r a s k a ,
r igh t n ow , i s pa r t i a l l y i n compliance with the federal law,
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