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adverse impact upon state government and our r ev e nues. I
know I commend the Appropriations Committee. We' re below
last year's budget. I think that is highly commendable. If
I knew what to do otherwise I would certainly do i t , b u t I
d on't t h i n k I want t o go ba c k and tel l the p e o pl e in my
dist r i c t . . .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR SCHMIT: ...I'm going to go for any other kind of a
t ax i nc r e a se . We have t a k e n a l ook at all of those
increases that have come out of the Revenue Committee, many
of t h e m we' ve ad o p t ed , the bank tax is still in limbo,
wherever it's at. If there is anything else we can look at
t hat i s r e a sonable I a m wi l l i n g t o l o o k a t i t , but I wa n t t o
hold the line on both the sales tax and the income tax and
I'm ready to vote on the bill.

PRESIDENT: Thank you, Senator Schmit. Now the next name I
h ave a n d I ' m on m y or i gi n a l m ot i o n list again. Senator
Lamb, do you wish an opportunity to speak?

SENATOR LAMB: Ye s . Mr. President, members, I wanted . . . i s
Senator Withem available?

PRESIDENT: Senator Withem. There he i s .

SENATOR LAMB: I w anted tosee if I heard correctly. Did
you say that I wanted to raise taxes, Senator Withem? Did
you say I wanted to raise the tax rate?

SENATOR WITHEM: I don ' t be l i ev e I said you wanted to raise
the tax rate. I said if we passed this motion i t w i l l not
happen and we will have proven your prediction wrong, that
the Legislature would never cut or not raise taxes.

SENATOR LAMB: Well I just wanted to clear the record
because as I h ea r d it you were saying that I w ant to r a i s e
the tax rate and I certainly don't want to raise the t ax
rate. The only argument here is what method do we use to
get the budget down far enough so that we don't have to
raise the tax rate. I don't want to raise the tax rate, you
don't want t o raise the tax rate, the Governor doesn't want
to raise the tax rate, but you know, I just still have those
p roblems a bout a n across the boa r d t wo pe r c e nt a n d I ' l l
probably always have them, and I voted for those in the past
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