
May 22, 1985 LB 722

this amendment fails, and I quite frankly hope it does not,
I wi l l be sup p o r t i n g " the Beut l e r amendment" because the
Beutler amendment is now back to the two percent I offered
or that we voted on which I f e l t was p r o b abl y i f you ' r e
going to make cuts across the board, unfortunately, crude as
it is is the only way. But if you will recall I o f f e r e d
another amendment and then I withdrew it and I suggest to
you I t h i nk i t ' s ma y b e a l es s p ai n f u l w ay to acc o mpl i s h
essentially the same thing and i t go es l i ke t h i s . A
o ne percent a c r o s s t h e b o a r d a n d then a delay until January
of the state salary employees increase, or I mean the public
employees' salary increase. The onl y var i ab l e i s as an
incent i ve or as a r ewa r d or as a t ok en o f w hat e v e r , in
return for that delay and the savings of multimillions of
dollars, the increase in January would be four percent. The
benefit for state employees is very obvious. I t l a y s i n f or
the future a little better deal. Now why do this instead of
two percent? As I say, if this f a i l s , o b v i o u s l y I am g o i n g
to support the two percent, crude and c l u msy as acr o s s t h e
board things are. If you' re going to cut to the degree that
you can accomplish essentially t he same p u r p ose i n tota l
dol l a r s wi t h l ess p a i n than I guess I think, if you can do
her , you shou l d . The st at e aid p r og r ams would be cut
one percent less. Your state colleges and your universities
w ould b e cut one p e r c e n t less and you make it up on the
hides of state employees as I say, but their reward is they
get a little more in January and their future, at least, is
a little better. Total dollars, it's well over 10 million.
I don't know the exact figure, but in terms of cuts I think
i t ' s i n th e sa m e b a l l p a r k and ob v i o u s l y that will still
leave the Governor some things he has to make some decisions
on. I don't know whether it's going to be a million or
$2 million or $5 million or $10 million or $20 m il l i o n .
It's going to depend upon what the Governor determines, what
the Governor determines the total amount necessary i s , b u t
i t ' s in the same ballpark as the two percent. It's an
alternative idea. I would prefer this method. I w o u l d
prefer this one because I think it, to use Senator Beutler's
quotation of a couple or yesterday, we all got to suffer a
little. Well this balances, I think, the suffering a little
better between rural and city, between Omaha, L inco ln , t h e
whole p ac k a ge . Li n co l n has received the pretty decent
treatment this year. I guess yo u wo u l d s a y t he y would be
the ones that were hurt the most under this particular
amendment to be real honest because most public employees
are located here and university employees obviously. So I
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