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disapproves of our decisions. We shouldn't send it over and
l et h i m make the d ec i s i o n . So the effort that we are making
here, since the Appropriations Committee d idn' t t ak e the
scalpel, it didn't come back to us, admittedly we' re using
more of a meat-ax approach, but it seems to be the only
approach available to us. So I u r ge you t o adopt t h e
Beutler amendment because at least it's an effort to remove
some of the things that probably should be removed from that
meat-ax . So I urge you to adopt the Beutler amendment to
this amendment and, Mr. President, I' ll turn my light off
and back on again so I can speak to the main amendment later
o n. T h an k y o u .

SENATOR LAMB: Th e Chair r eco g n i z e s t he next o f ou r
1 3 speakers t h a t we h av e on the list, Senator A bboud, t o
address the Beutler amendment to the Beutler amendment.

SENATOR ABBOUD: M r . President, col leagues , I r i se in
s upport of Sena to r Beutler's amendment. The r e a so n I
support Senator Beutler's amendment is relatively simple.
I'm not going to vote for a tax increase this year. I don' t
know i f yo u ' v e be e n p a y i n g attention to what we' ve been
doing i n t h i s bo d y si n c e t h e beginning of the year since we
took that trip to Washington and told Congress h ow bad t h e
farm economy was in the State of Nebraska, but since that
time we have continued to increase taxes. The most notable
one took effect not too long ago, a wee k o r t wo ago, was
LB 715 w h i c h t ook off the exemptions on sales t ax t o
businesses . Th i s h ad a disastrous effect upon businesses
throughout the State of N e b r a ska an d a s f a r a s I am
concerned when you go around increasing taxes, be that sales
or income, it's going to have a disastrous effect upon the
remaining businesses in the state. In addition we increased
the documentary stamp tax, LB 236. We increased the alcohol
or liquor tax another two to $3 million in L B 280. W e h a d
t hat omnibus t a x b i l l wh i ch raised an additional $5 million
and we had t h a t ba n k t ax which poss i b l y w i l l be p a s sed t h i s
year, p r o b abl y not , bu t i t wi l l be coming up again next
year. I think we have to remember about that trip that we
took to Washington when we talked to the Congress and we
told them back then that there wasn't going to be the money
to run state government unless they changed their farm
p ol i c y t o t he way t h at wou l d b e be ne f i c i a l to the farmers.
I took the trip along with a majority of state senators and
I t h i n k i t ' s t i me t ha t we started remembering a few of those
things and stop increasing taxes and start looking at the
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