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o ff abo u t $15 million and if you cut off that amount,
depending on what happens with the bankers bill, and I ' m n o t
making any optimistic assumptions about that, assuming that
i t ' s not pa s s ed , y ou ' re p r oba b l y fairly close to a 3,
3.5 percent re se rv e . So t hi s i s what we need t o do t o
preserve the tax rates as they are and I hope you w i l l g i v e
the proposition vary serious consideration.

S PEAKER NICHOL: Excu s e me, Senator Beutler. (Gavel. )L et's h o l d our conversation down so that we can h e a r t he
speakers. C ont i nue , Senator B e u t le r . Oh, a l l r i gh t .
Senator Marsh and then Senator Lamb.

S ENATOR MARSH: Tha n k y o u Mr. Speaker and members of the
Legislature, I want to bring up for you something that
Senator DeCamp said yesterday when he was talking about the
long, tedious deliberations of the Appropriations Committee
and the fact that the requested budget h ad al r eady bee n
greatly reduced and then reduced again. I f ee l c o n f i d en t i n
saying that all of the fat, all of the excess dollars which
weren't there in most instances to begin with h ave a s
skillfully as possible to avoid major damage, have already
b een done . '- <aybe we shou l dn ' t h a v e d one a s g ood a j o b a s w e
d id . Ma y b e «e should have left extra dollars in t here s o
that you coi. i feel good by cutting out some more dollars.
We' re down now to t h e po i n t whe r e e a c h d o l l ar wi l l se r i ou s l y
hurt th o ngoing functions of the State of Nebraska. I
believe we were elected to make hard decisions. O h , it' s
easy to say we' ll cut one percent, we' ll cut two percent.
That is not an intelligent concerned way to manage a budget,
anyone's budget , e v en yo ur o w n h ousehold budget . Th e re ar e
some costs which continue no matter what. If you' re buying
a house, if you' re renting, you can't suddenly decide you
will reduce that by X number of dollars. Someone else at
the other end of the line also has an involvement. T hat i s
equally true with the State of Nebraska. We have dedicated
employees and simply because we do not have a n inc rease i n
our $4,800 salary is no reason that other persons should no t
have a minuscule increase. It is not reason to cut services
for the visually handicapped. It is not reason to cut
s ervi ces f o r r et a rd e d , for mentally ill. It is not r eas o n
s imply because you want an easy way ou t t o m ake a de c i s i o n
that is being offered to the general body this morning.
I' ve thought long and hard about what could I s ay to c a t c h
someone's ear. Have you all made up your mind? Do you all
know which way you' re going to vote on this amendments If
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