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planning your vacation and so we'd like to have you in
northwest Nebraska, s o c ome see us. Th ank you .

S PEAKER NICHOL: Tha n k y o u , Senator Scofield. Mr. Clerk,
where were we yeste rday on 7 22?

C LERK: Mr . Pre s i d e n t , 72 2 , I still have some amendments
pending. Senator Hannibal, I understand the amendment you
had, Senator, you want to withdraw. I s t ha t r i gh t ' ?

SPEAKER NICHOL: It is withdrawn.

CLERK: Mr. President, the next amendment I have to the bill
is offered by Senator Beutler and Vickers. Senator Beutler
and Vicker s wo u l d move to amend the bill by r educing a l l
general fund appropriations by two percent.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Beutler.

SENATOR B E UTLER: M r. Speaker and mem b e r s o f t he
Legislature, I think this is our last clear chance. By that
I mean I t h i nk i t ' s ou r last clear chance to reduce the
budget sufficiently to avoid a tax increase. I h o p e t h a t
this debate will not be long and tedious this morning. We
have debated this subject long and hard. This particular
amendment as it stands o n the Cl er k ' s de s k r ight n o w i s
simply a two percent cut with no exemptions. I have an
amendment up that will put in the exclusions or exemptions
from the cut that were the same as those put in by Senator
DeCamp as a mended by Senator Chambers . I do not wa n t t o
quarrel with Senator DeCamp or Senator Chambers. I do no t
f eel t ha t t h i s i s pu t t i ng the same thing before you as
before because the circumstances have changed dramatically
since that time when we first considered the two percent
cut. Since then two important things have h appened tha t I
think are important to all of us. First of a ll , t he ot h e r
major $10 million package that w a s pr op os ed t o you was
rejected by you and so that is by the way. T he second t h i n g
that has happened is that the Appropriations Committee has
held b y i t s ph i l oso p h y o f a t ax r a t e i nc r e a s e a n d has not
chosen to suggest further cuts to the Legislature. S o the r e
wil l b e n o f ur t h er suggestions c oming f rom t he
Appropriations Committee. That' s t he second important item.
So now we' re down to the basic question, t ax r a t e i n c r e a se
o r no t a x r at e i ncr e a s e . If you adopt this amendment as I
suggest it be amended, then essentially you will have cut
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