
May 21, 1985 LB 722

page 2441 of the Legislative Journal.)

Okay, Mr. President, on LB 722 when we l a s t d i s cussed it
there was pending a motion to reconsider by Senator Harris.
Senator H a r r i s ha d m oved to reconsider the vote on the
'ynch-DeCamp amendment. The Lynch-DeCamp amendment is on
page 2302 of t h e Journal .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Harris.

SENATOR HARRIS: Mr. President and members of t he
Legislature, I turn my time over to Senator Lynch.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Lynch, please.

SENATOR LYNCH: Mr. President and members, I ' l l t ake as
l i t t l e t i m e a s pos s i b l e . If it weren't important, I guess
some of us wouldn't be seriously attempting what we a re
today. But to quickly r emind you t h i s wi l l be t he t h i r d
time and hopefully the last. The Appropriations Committee
told a group of people,n amely those dea l i n g i n a l c o h o l i s m
and drug community programs and also mental health community
programs that it would be difficult to find any general fund
m oney so d o what y o u c a n to help yourself. The Revenue
Committee told them the same thing. And they assumed that
with 280 passing there would be no reason t o ev e n d i s cuss
the need to raise general funds money to support these
programs. P e opl e di d g ood work working with the Beer and
Liquor Dealers Association. They did raise in eight months
of this year almost $2 million. They are simply requesting
that. 600,000 of that, 300,000 t o loca l dr u g a n d alcohol
programs and 300,000 to community mental health programs
will be forthcoming. The way the bill is amended by Senator
D eCamp, as y o u know, i t will now come off the top and be
additional revenues. However, pl e a se r e member nine months
worth of money amounts to almost $2 million. So we are not
adding anything. W e are just getting a share back f or I
think the purpose that it was intended in LB 280. Remember
this also that the institution programs have gone f r o m a
population of people served from 3,440 s i nce '81-82 down to
3,151, yet have witnessed and have had the good fortune of
receiving a 3 3 . 7 p e rcent increase over that same period of
time. Local community alcohol and drug programs have seen a
17 percent i n c r ease. They are serving almost 18,500 people.
Community mental health programs are serv ing 1 4 , 6 00 people .
There is an awful lot of people being served with this
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