
LB 154May 21, 1985

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Chambers would move to return
LB 154 to committee.

SENATOR BARRETT: Se n a tor Ch ambers.

SENATOR CH AMBERS: Mr. Chairman and me mbers of the
Legislature, this is a substantially different bill from the
one that was introduced under the number 154 and it is
substantially different from the bill t hat was d i s c u s sed on
General File. Such being the case and there not having been
a chance for a public hearing which we a re very i n t e r e s t e d
a nd concerned a b ou t h e r e , it ought to go to a committee.
There is no greater time than the present when the public
should be allowed to express i t s v i e w o n l eg i sl a t i on t ha t
favors a special gambling interest. The public may not be
wil l i n g t o al l ow t he t i l l t o b e p l und e r e d i n this fashion
and maybe the public would agree to allow the till to be
p lundered i n t h i s f ash i o n . Bu t i n e i t h er case we d o n ' t
real l y k now w hat t h e pub l i c ' s p oi nt of view is on this
issue. The only way to really find out if there is even any
public interest is to schedule a hearing. B efore a h e a r i n g
c an be sch e d u l e d o n t h i s b i l l , t he b i l l mu st r e si de i n a
committee with the authority t o schedul e he ar i n g s . The r e
are certain committees of the Legislature which are not
empowered to conduct public hearings. That is why I make
t he d i s t i nc t i on . Th i s , i n my op i n i on , i s a bad bill. I
think and feel that I am speaking in the best interest of
t he pub l i c w e l f a re b y opp o s i n g t h e b i l l . But a l l o w i n g f or
t he poss i b i l i t y t h at I cou l d be mistaken, I am willing to
put my point of view to the acid test. That test would
occur most appropriately in the context of a public hearing.
Senator DeCamp, life is hard by the yard but it is a cinch
by the inch so I must proceed a step of it at a time. If I
were going to sprint, I would move very rapidly because
there is not much distance to cover and othe r pe o p l e a re
moving as fast as they can. But when y o u ar e r unn i n g a
marathon, you have to pace yourself to make s ure t ha t y o u r
e nergy does n ot ru n o u t b ef o re the distance that you must
cover. So you must bear with me if I speak as though I am a
man of stammering lips and halting tongue. That is a
biblical il lusion, Senator DeCamp. This sy stem of
legislating serves different interests at different times.
It has been used to serve Ak-Sar-Ben's interest and t h e re
was not a great amount of o utrage, an d Ak- S a r - Ben i s an
outsider. Although not i n good s t a n d i ng , I am a member of
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