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CLERK: 25 eyes, 11 nays, Nr. President, to cease debate.

SPEAKER NICHOL: D e b at e h a s c e a s ed . S enator DeCamp, di d y o u
wish to close, please.

S ENATOR DECANP: N r . Pr es i d e n t , Ak - S a r - B e n and the t r ac k s i n
Nebraska are tracks in existence. They are a machine that
is producing a significant amount of revenue a nd beh ind t h a t
r evenue i s a v er y l ar ge industry in this state, an
agricu l t u r a l i ndu s t r y . I have to believe that they have
made some pretty careful judgments as t o h o w t h e y be st
believe they can effectively compete. I h a v e t o a l so
believe that overall they probably k now more a b ou t t h e
subject, what that competitive force is going to be out
t here , wh a t t hey c a n p r od u c e , what their needs are in
purses, than I do or m aybe than some others do. Th e
intensity they have on trying to get this a ccomplished i n
conjunction with the very obvious f act t h at j u st l i ke
recruiting football players or anything else in this type of
industry, sports industry, you have to have a little bit of
knowledge about the future, who your c o ach i s goi ng t o b e ,
what your situation is on scholarships. In the case of the
horse racing industry, what they have to d o to r ecruit
people for the next season, and that is what we are talking
about, the next season, is to be a ble t o s a y i n ad v a nce , we
wil l have t h i s , we wi l l h av e t hat , and s o o n . Sen at or
Wesely suggested that this is a million dollars for
Ak-Sar-Ben. In fact, it is a million dollars total and
hopefully it won't cost the state a penny because i t wi l l
come from increased revenues, a lthough nobody can gu ar an t ee
anything and I don't pretend to. But t h at m il l i o n do l l ar s
is split among the tracks on a pro r ata b a s i s a n d u n de r t he
exemption portion of t hi s t h e b i g b en ef i c i ar i e s ar e the
smaller tracks. We are in a c ompetitive mode. I gu e s s I
have to believe that as l egislators we have to take a little
different approach than we have f>r about the past ten or
twelve years. In the p ast ten or twelve years, at least
during the seventies and early eighties, w e were i n a mo d e
of no matter what you did in this body, to b e rea l h o n e s t ,
you couldn't go wrong because if you said there was going to
be ten dollars of tax income, there ended u p being t w e l v e .
Inflation made it so you could commit a lot of errors, lock
in a l o t of sp end i n g , t ax a l ot o f i ndu st r i e s a nd i t ne v e r
really appeared that you ever did anything wrong. We are
now in a mode of a very tight economy and I think we have to
as legislators begin looking at everyone of our i n d u s t r i es
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