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well. We have some specific cuts coming up. I suggest we
l ook a t t ho s e i nd i v i du a l l y , and where appropriate make the
cuts. But let's not take a meat ax to the budget. Let' s
take a scalpel and try and cut out the fat and leave the
meat.

PRESIDENT: Your time has expired. T hank you.We are o n t h e
DeCamp amendment to the main amendment. Senator Hoagland ,
then Senators Beutler, Harris, Chambers and Higgins.

SENATOR HOAGLAND: N r . President, colleagues, let me just
rise briefly to oppose Senator DeCamp's new proposal and
indicate that I think his first i dea, a s a mended by Senato r
Beutler, is a better idea, and a good idea, and one that I
will continue to support. Once again I 'd u rge a l l of you
not to lose sight of the forest for the trees. This weekend
I spent quite a bit of time t alk ing t o t he pe o p l e i n my
block and in my neighborhood about our budget situation
here. I wasn't able to get any farther away from the house
t han our t w i n st r o l l er wo u l d a l l ow , b ut I d i d h a ve a ch a n c e
to talk to quite a few people. As I indicated earlier, up
in Omaha on my block and i n my ne i g hborhood p eo p l e s i m p l y
c an' t und er st a n d h o w , with a budg e t of $1 . 9 b i l l i on , we
c annot f i nd $ 1 4 o r $ 1 5 m i l l i on i n cu t s . They know i t c an be
d one, and we kn o w i t c an b e done. Th e y ar e n o t d own h e r e
subject to the entreaties of the agencies l i ke we ar e e v e r y
day, so they don't quite understand the circumstances we
operate under. But for that reason they have a better view
and a l on g e r vi e w. I ' m j u st convinced we can do it. I
think Senator DeCamp's first idea is the best idea. I would
urge you all to support it, support his first idea. H ere i s
the reason, it gives much mor e flexibility to st ate
government because each agency, itself, c an dec id e h ow t o
accommodate the 2 percent cut, can reallocate its own
resources. But mo r e important than that it gives the
Appropriations Committee s ome c l e ar gu i d an c e from t h e
Legislature. It gi ves the Appropriations Committee the
opportunity to go back to its hearing room and come up with
$14 million, or thereabouts, in selected cuts and present an
alternative plan to the 2 percent across the board c u t . I
think that is the responsible thing t o do . I t h i nk i t i s
clearly doable. With the size of the state budget we have
now, there is utterly no question we can't do i t . I wou l d
urge you to keep your eye on that issue, on t h e fo r e s t an d
not on the trees, because it can be done. I think it is our
r esponsib i l i t y he r e i n t hi s b o d y t o do it, not to pass that
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