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SENATOR DECANP: Nr. President, I'm very serious a bout t h e
across t h e b o ar d cu t . I t i s so met h i n g t h a t h as been t r i e d
in the past, and it has been the only way to make major
cuts, o t he r t h a n wh e n you h ave an Appropriations Committee
come in with an agreed upon package. So starting from that
premise then I hav e to deal with Senator Chambers'
amendment. As I understand Senator Chambers ' amendment, it
would make across the board cuts in some items I excluded,
items I excluded and explained to you. Those exc l u s i o n s a re
based upon constitutional matters and pr e v i o u s h i s t or y . So
legislative salaries, t hat i s $4,800 in the Constitution,
const i t u t i on al o f f i ce r , s ame t h i n g , mi sce l l an e o u s c la ims,
either the amount is or isn't a fi xed amount. Capita l
construction. You' ve got a contract, you' ve d one cer t a i n
things, you don't cut off the corner of the building, such
as J.J. tried one time. Then I did additional exclusions
that have traditionally been d one when w e d i d ac r os s t he
boards , a n d t ho se ar e for se r v i c e s w here t he state h as a
specific responsibility to provide services to individuals,
the deaf, the visually handicapped, the mentally retarded,
the blind, the mental health, the Beatrice, the veterans
home, and so on. O ka y, then I excluded,as you h a v e t o t o
make this function if you are going to do it, state claims,
whatever the final amount of the state claims are. You
c an' t sa y , G e o r ge , y o u b o u gh t x claim for $200, now we take
it back. It just doesn't work in t he p r o cess . Em p l o y e e s '
retirement, that is a fixed amount you have to put in. If
you don't put it in, all you do is have to put it in the
next ye a r . S o t h er e wa s a basis for doing exactly what I
did. In other words there is history and it works this way
if you are going to do it. Now if you want to just mumbo
jumbo up the thing and make it unworkable , I gu es s y o u ' d
adopt this amendment. The onl y t h i n g I t h i nk y o u c a n r e a l l y
say that I added, but i t ' s a l w a y s b een i n t h e p ast add e d
too, is state operations. That is a $35 million ticket item
that I left in the existing budget. I didn't tamper with
it. The reason I did t hat was be c a u se when I ' v e t r i ed
across the board cuts in the past Senator Warner always gets
up and explains why state operations really does nothing
more than shift it to another year and louses things up. So
what I am de al i ng with t h en i s a $703 mi l l i on bu dg e t ,
$702 million budget. That is what we are making t h e a c r o s s
the board. If you decide you want to make the a cross t h e
board then I think you have to do it this way to make i t
work. Again, I' ll repeat, I 'm no t saying it is wise or
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