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but I think that the facts are before us. We need to t a k e a
hard l ook and we need t o do som a cutt i ng . I was
disappointed with the Revenue Committee meeting last Friday
afternoon when we had met one time, the day previously, and
said that we were going to bite the bullet, that we weren' t
going to put an increase in that tax raising bill that was
sent to the f loor, but then hurriedly we met Fr i day
afternoon and some of those that had said that they were a
conservat i v e c aucus, a conservat i v e c au c u s , v oted t o sen d
the bill with a one cent increase in the state income tax.
Ladies and gentlemen, we' re not going to increase taxes this
year. We can't afford to increase taxes t h i s yea r . I wi l l
not su p p or t a sa l es or income tax increase unless i t ' s
directly for property tax relief. I have been go i n g h ome
just about every weekend and there hasn't been a Saturday or
Sunday that's gone by that somebody hasn't called me or have
come to see me that says that they have had foreclosure
p roceedings f i l ed agai ns t them or are ta king our
b ankrupt c i e s and t he se are farmers, small businessmen,
employees that have been laid off. And so I t h i n k i t ' s h i gh
t ime t ha t g o v e rnment w i l l re l ax t h ei r spen d i n g j u s t a l i t t l e
bit, cut their spending a little bit and say we jus t d o n ' t
have the money for this program or that program. It hurt me
very much to vote against some of these cuts and it's hard.
You' re goi ng against a lot of f riends, a lo t of good
friends, but right now is not the time to raise taxes. The
time is right to c ut and so I'm going to support the
2 percent and if necessary support the 3 percent cut in our
budget .

P RESIDENT: S e n a to r S i e c k .

SENATOR SIECK: N r . President, members of t he b ody, I
supported the pregnant women's bill and I was disappointed,
but I'm not going to support t h i s . I f ee l i f you earn
money, you' re able to pay the taxes. We talk about people
losing their farms and losing and f o r e c l o s i n g a n d a l l t h i s ,
they' re not going to pay any taxes. You have income tax,
just those people who are making money are going t o pay i t
and, furthermore, if we cut , t h i s wi l l b e a 3 p er c en t
reduction in state aid and that isn't going to be lost. Our
property is going to pick that up. W e ' r e g o i n g t o see an
increase in property tax instead of the decrease l ike we
talked about the whole session. We talked a bout p r o p e r t y
tax relief, but what are we doing now? I f we p ass this
b i l l , we ' r e g i v i n g t hem an increase and I think that ' s
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