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doing a portion of that in a more selective kind of way,
but, nonetheless, I think that rather than not do it at all,
that this is prefera e that w hat Senator DeCamp is
suggesting to you is p ferable to raising t axes. W ha t h e
is suggesting to you th ugh is a 3 percent i n c r e as e a n d a
3 percent increase is $24 million. I d on ' t t h i nk that we
need $24 mi l l i o n i n or + r to avoid a tax increase. I f y o u
reduce this to 2 percent, and that's what I'm suggesting
that you do with this amendment, that wo uld raise
$14 million. With that $14 million cut added onto what t he
Appropriations Committee cut, I think that the figures
indicate that you could avoid a tax increase and you cou l d
have a r e s e rv e o f b e t w een 3.5 and 4 p e r cent . No w maybe you
want a bigger reserve and maybe you want to make bigger cuts
or maybe you don't want quite that much of a reserve, but if
you adopted this amendment and made it 2 percent and adopted
a 2 percent cut, you will have succeeded in avoiding a tax
increase for this year. Now I only offer this to you
because I think t hat Sen ator D eCamp's 3 pe r ce n t is
unrealistic. I think that's too much. I t h i n k 2 p e r c en t i s
appropriate. I think you can do that and avoid the tax
increase. And if you do it, t hen you ' l l b e i n a p os i t i on
w here you c an l o o k a t t h e p r os a n d cons of some of those
smaller appropriations and cuts such as ADC and s e e i f you
want to add them back in. You know, maybe as a matter of
process what we need to do is make one bold s troke and c u t
the budget and then deal item by item with those things that
people want to add back in or attempt to add back in rather
than struggling small cut by small c u t . We l l , I ' m p rep a r e d
to do it either way, but I think that at least if you' re
going to adopt Senator DeCamp's method that it makes some
s ense t o r edu c e t h e 3 p er ce n t to 2 pe r c en t b e c ause that
st i l l av o i d s t h e t ax cut .

PRESIDENT: The Beutler amendment to the amendment. Senator
Haberman.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Nr. President, members of the body, let' s
talk about the state employees' salaries first. Under this
amendment and/or the other amendment the cut is decided
within the department so those folks who are on the high end
can give up some of their high end so that the folks in the
middle, on the lower end can get their full increase. We' ve
had statements made against the amendment, the 2 percent
and/or t he 3 pe r ce n t , that you have t o have p lanned
budgeting and that this isn't the way to do it. Well, that
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