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closer to what is actually going to happen and certainly
gives the judge more than adequate discretion in arriving at
an ap p r op r i a t e s e n t ence . So, once again, this is not a
major amendment. It is not all that important, but I think
in terms of attempting to maintain s ome un i f o r mi t y i n our
s entencing structure an d to maintain t hat sentencing
s tructur e r e a sonable , it would not make sense to i n c r ease
the penalties to that extent. Thank you, Nr . S p eaker .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins, yours is the only other
l i gh t t h at i s on . Di d you wan t to close, or did you want
speaking t i m e i n add i t i on t o you r c los i n g ?

SENATOR HIGGINS: Si nce I have two other amendments that
would amend the committee amendments, I would c l o s e j u st i n
response to Senator Hoagland's comments.

SPEAKER NICHOL: A l l r i gh t . Okay.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Eirst of all, Senator Hoagland said this
was the Judiciary Committee's decision. I don't know as all
the Judiciary Committee members will vote against t h i s
amendment of mine. But if it was the Judiciary Committee's
decision to reduce the penalties, what is in the present
laws, I wonder why the Judiciary Committee never introduced
a bill before to change the penalties for po r n o g r aphy .
Remember, this bill does not in any way t ouch adult
p ornography . We ar e d ea l i ng with n ot h i ng b ut chi l d r en ,
l i t t l e bo ys and l i t t l e g i r l s . Senator Hoa g l a n d ha s sa i d
this will make no difference to a judge whether or not there
is a one y ea r t o 2 5 y ea r s , o r one y ea r t o 50 yea r s . I f you
read the bill and the definition of sexually explicit acts,
are y o u g o i n g t o ag r e e that a judge is going to do as
Senator Hoag l an d say s , not follow what is in the law as a
guide l i n e , t h at t hey wo u l d not give at least one ye ar
minimum if that is alr eady in the law as a g uideline?
Remember, we are talking about forcing children into
sexually explicit acts. To be more explicit let me tell you
some o f t h e p or n o g r a phy we are t alking about. We are
t a l k i n g a b ou t l i t t l e ch i l d r en be i ng forced into sexual acts
with older men and older women. We are talking about little
chi l d r e n be i n g f or c ed i n t o sexual acts with other l i t t l e
chi l d r e n . I t h i nk i t wou l d b e a di s g r a ce , a n d I t hi nk i t i s
a shameful thing to think that any j u dg e w ho w o u l d h av e
before him a man or a woman who induced a child to do these
t hings , wh o m a d e s u ch movies or pictures, or distributed
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