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Warner.

investment, not onl y t hat we wi l l r ece i v e $400,000
automatically from the federal government if we maintain our
programs, without any percentages, without any strings, but
it also is t hat investment that is the quickest, the
closest, the most understanding with volunteers and people
w ho have g o n e t h r o ug h t h at p r oc e s s volunteering often to
help others through the trauma and the criminal justice
system, and help them in their understanding and i n t h e i r
ability to recover and go back to their normal life as much
as they can after being a victim.

SENATOR MOREHEAD: Time has expired. Ther e ar e no ot her
l i gh t s on at t h i s t i me , so t h e C hair r e c o gn i ze s Se n a t o r

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President, I ' d yi e l d t o S e n a t o r
Scofield to close.

SENATOR MOREHEAD: Senator Scofield.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Thank you, Madam Chair. Members of the
Legis l a t u r e , I ' m n ot go i ng to insult Senator Pirsch by
saying this hurts me as much as i t d oes y ou , b e c ause I kn o w
how deeply committed your are to this program, Senator
Pirsch. But you will recall last year that I was the person
that made the motion to reconsider the Governor's veto. I
think this is a go od program. My concern about this
program, and the reason that I would urge you to support the
committee amendment, is because of a long-term concern that
I h a v e. Sen a t o r Pi r sch h as already d on e a good j ob of
explaining the program. She has also accurately pointed out
that at this point we d on' t s e r v e very much of the state
with this program. I n fact, the western part of the state
has almost no services for victims. What this tells me is
that over the long run we are committing ourselves to pick
up a program which is probably unl i k e l y t o be f u nde d i nt o
the long-term future by the federal government. Once again
we will find ourselves with a prog ram that we hav e
established, that people have come to value, in fact come to
be s o mewhat dependent upon. When the federal funds are
removed we ar e , o nc e a g a i n , committed to pick those up. So,
as good a program as it is, I would urge you to stick with
the committee's amendments on th i s b ec a us e I h ave gr av e
concerns about our long-term ability to pick up the program
and fund it adequately across the state. With that, I will
give the rest of my time to Senator Hannibal.
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