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in four Nebraskans will be victims this year, victims in
variou s deg r e es , g r ant ed , but those who are victims
of... families of victims of murder, or victims themselves of
serious debilitating injuries, or after the trauma of the
i n j u r y i t se l f goe s t h r oug h more psychological, emotional
injury. And when they go to court, if indeed it i s one o f
that 50 percent that is even caught, where the criminal is
caught, and then that other 50 percent of t hat 5 0 p e r c e n t ,
which actually goes to trial, the victim is not informed, is
not treated as well as the criminal, and, in fact, often
goes to court to find that t hei r ca se h as b een p l e a
b argained down t o a l e ss e r d e g r e e , or indeed been dismissed,
and they walk away feeling furious.

. .

SENATOR MOREHEAD: One minute.

SENATOR PIRSCH: . . . and no t u n d e r s t a n d i n g h o w t he c r i m i n a l
justice system can be more caring for the criminal than for
the victim. I w ant to speak again. I hope that I have a
chance a g a i n bec a us e I w ant to point out that the
victim-witness program is, by far, the most effective, the
most efficient of the two programs t hat we h ave i n N e b r a ska
law. It serves far more people. And, while we look at the
programs that have been established in L i n c o l n , Ke a r n ey a n d
Omaha, these programs have extended far beyond these borders
to North Platte, Chadron, Beatrice. I t is a volunteer
program. It is the most cost-effective of the two programs
that we have in Nebraska. The hub of the victim-witness has
revolved a r o und Ke a r n ey a nd L i n c o l n , w ho send o u t pe o p l e ,
who train people in other parts of the state, who send out
literature for other parts of the s tate .

SENATOR MOREHEAD: Your time has expired.

SENATOR PIRSCH: Okay , t hank yo u. I h ope I h ave a n
opportunity to speak later.

SENATOR MOREHEAD: There are no other lights, s o i f y o u w i s h
to put on your light again, S enator P i r sc h .

SENATOR PIRSCH: I wi l l . T hank you . Can I spe a k a g a i n ?

S ENATOR MOREHEAD: T h e r e are no other lights, but every
senator has the opportunity to address.

. .

SENATOR PIRSCH: S u re .
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