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special fee for a certified copies, like other s tates do ,
which is the point I was trying to make earlier, fine. Set
$5.00, Peter, I' ll go with that. Make it $5.00 for the
first copy, or for a certified copy. A n d a l a w firm
specializing in personal i n j u r y a c c i d e n t s , l i ke you , I can
see tha t $ 5. 0 0 o r $5 0 . 0 0 a copy m e ansnothing to them. But
you see all it is for the rest of the people is a tax a t i o n
system which is added on to your insurance. All t h i s i s , i s
a way to make $1 .00 o r $2.00 more for every policyholder in
the State of Nebraska. That is what the bill is. It is
like putting a taxation, for $1.00, o n e v e r y a u t o i n s u r a n ce
policy you buy, or you have, or every member of your family.
It is a taxation system. That is why I a m opposed to
creating a completely artificial cost t hat yo u t a c k o n h e r e
that the insurance company then t acks o n t o you r aut o
insurance. T hat i s a ll that is occurring. It is an
indirect way to levy a tax. So if you do happen to raise
t he b i l l , wh i c h I h o p e y o u wo n ' t , t he n we ' l l sp e n d a t l ea s t
an h ou r or so cr e at i n g a system f o r c ertified and
uncertified copies. But at the present time, if it is
cost in g 13 or 14 cent s , which is what it actually costs to
abstract something, to get it out of the computer, then a
f ee o r a ch ar g e o f $ 1 . 0 0 , that you are already paying, is
already enough of a tax. Just using ano t he r $ 1 . 0 0 o n t h e r e
i sn' t f a i r . It is not straightforward in any sense. Hmm,
had something else, but I can't think of what i t was . Oh ,
yes, we raised this not too long ago. We r aised i t
s ign i f i c a n t l y . You kn ow w h y ? Because the Motor Vehicles
Department came and said we are going to go to a completely
computerized system, and to do that we require half a
mil l i o n or a mi l l i on bu ck s . We raised that money in one
year by moving the fee up to $1.00. I t h i n k i t u sed t o b e
25 cents or 50 cents or something like that. T hey' ve pa i d
for that computer. The taxpayers paid for it i n f e e s
already, so they' ve got the computer that is used to provide
this system for the State Patrol and for the Motor Vehicles
Department that they need anyway. T hat ' s b een pai d f o r .
This is not a good way to do business. If you are going to
user fees as a method of raising revenue, then just go
a cross t h e bo a r d and ch a r g e five to ten times what the
actual cost of the service is, which is about what you are
doing here, and do it on everything then. Hell , y o u d o n ' t
need a sales or income tax, you just use user fees. B ut i t
is a po o r w a y t o do bu si n e s s .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Lundy, did you want to speak?
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