
Nay 17, 1985 LB 31

Senator Labedz will be next, then Senator Beutler, then
Senator Haberman, then Senator Lamb. Senator Labedz.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Th a n k y o u , Nr. Speaker. It s urprises me
f rom y e a r t o year ho w our attitudes change a nd how o u r
decisions are made from year to year on different subject
matters. A s hort time ago I r ead y o u wh a t S e nat o r Vard
Johnson said on the floor on LB 7 during the special session
in November, 19 81 where h e s a i d that we should continue the
policy today and forever. I have a small section of what
Senator Wesely said on that day. He says, " I t h i n k i t i s
clear that there are benefits that a re derived f r om
providing assistance at the point at which pregnancy is
d iscovered and mak e sure that the child i s ca r e d f or
properly, that the mother is well fed and that any effort to
do otherwise does not look to us as a reasonable alternative
b ecause we ha v e d o ne some research and i t is clear that
development d i s a b i l i t i e s in handicaps, retardation, resul t
from the fact that a pregnant woman does not take care of
herself and you can really cause a great deal of problems if
that woman does not have the financial resources to care for
that unborn child." I go on and take the opportunity now to
s trongl y opp ose t h e committee amendments. The committee
amendments to LB 31 i s a majo r p o l i c y c h ange which has no t
had a public hearing this session. This bill is not a minor
reduction in a program, it is a major change in h ow th i s
state w i l l de a l wi t h u nborn c h i l d r e n . Th i s i ssue should
h ave a p u b l i c he ar i ng l i ke all other issues, m inor a s w e l l
as major. Secondly, LB 31 is a penny-wise and pound foolish
amendment. Our current state policy of making ADC available
to e l i g i b l e l ow i nco me p r e g n ant women helps to reduce the
premature birth and low birth weight babies at a cost which
the state will dearly pay for in the long run. There i s a
strong correlation between low birth weights and physical or
mental i m p a i r ment s and much of the cost for t he car e o f
these people will fall ultimately on Nebraska taxpayers.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Excuse me, Senator Labedz. ( Gavel. ) Let ' s
hold ou r c o n v e r s a t i o n d o wn . There are several pockets that
are making quite a little noise and we ar e h av i n g
difficulty...including the news section, i nc lud i n g t h e n e w s
people. Let's hold it down so t hat w e c an he a r Sen a to r
L abedz. Th a n k y o u a l l . Senator L abedz .

SENATOR LABEDZ: The chances for low birth w eight c h i l d re n
i ncrease u n d e r t h e following, the poverty, t he po o r
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