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SENATOR BEUTLER: I'd simply move to return the bill for the
amendment we' ve been discussing for so long.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator DeCamp.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr. President, simply to say, do read the
b i l l . I f you t h i nk i t doesn' t p u t se c ond-guessing i n t h e
hands of the public counsel, then you are not r eading t h e
b i l l . I t d oe s , a n d i t do es change the system very clearly.
That really doesn't matter whether you adopt or don't adopt
the Beutler amendment. It is obvious you are going to adopt
it, but just go back and check how many times we passed new
laws where we say, g osh, we have to have somebody inform on
somebody and then have a system t o see who i s t e l l i ng t he
t ruth , a n d i mmediate l y , i m media t e l y y o u d o b r i n g i n , whether
you want to call it a court system or whatever, you bring in
t he hear i n gs , you b r i ng in the lawyers, you bring i n t h e
whole works and I don't think any agencies are going to be
able, long-term as you develop these systems, to function
sufficiently. You weaken their efficiency. No, it isn' t
going to be the end of the world or anything else. I t i s
going to be bad policy.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Haberman, please.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr. President, members of t he body , I
h aven' t sa i d anyt h i n g o n t he b i l l , b u t I t h i nk i t g oe s a lo t
deeper than any of us think it does because t hey ar e g o in g
to hire more staff and another Ombudsman. Y ou are open i n g
up the field to everything and anything. As Senator DeCamp
has said, read the bill and see what it says. I t i s n o t a
good bill. If it was a good bill, it would have passed long
t ime ago . Th ey h a v e b e e n at this for a long time. So I
just ask you to consider what you are doing, think what you
are doing because once you get it passed you a re not g o i n g
to get it changed. T hey c an p r om u l g a t e rules an d
r egula t i o ns . Th ey c an set up how they are going to do
anything they want to, and we are go i n g t o lose complete
control over the situation. So, therefore, I ask you not to
support the amendment, not to support the return, and not t o
vote f or the bill on Fi n al Read i ng . Thank you ,

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins, please.

M r. Pr e s i d e n t .

5657


