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to say that there would have to be additional reduction of
population at the other three r egional cen t e r s . Quite
frankly, I think that both of these programs could and
should be closed because these people could be served at far
less expense in the community. Mr. Jensen even had a t a s k
force which he appointed to examine the Comprehensive Care
Service, recommended that it be closed, and that these
people could be served in less costly and improved settings.
I n c o nc lus ion , i t i s clear to me t hat Mr. Jensen could
proceed with the recommended closing and s av e more t han
$600,000 . Per ha p s we c ou ld t ake even more from the
institutional budget and make i t av a i l ab l e i n community
programs that these additional people could be served in the
community. You can see that we are not taking anything away
from DPI, if that is what he is going to do, and I t h i n k we
can save the State of Nebraska a considerable amount of
money and we are helping a lot more people. Thank you.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Smith please, then Senator DeCamp,
then Senator Withem, then Senator Wesely, and t hen Senator

SENATOR SMITH: Th ank you, Mr. President. I am really
confused here . Thi s is the first that I was made aware of
the fact that the Children's Developmental Unit at the
Regional Center in Hastings would be affected by the Lynch
amendment. I guess I was under the impression that I would
like to support the Lynch amendment. We are a l l l ooki n g f o r
w here we can save do l l a r s , $600,000 from DPI budget sounded
l ike i t wou l d b e a realistic figure to me. Then I get this
handout that according to Ron Jensen says we will have to
close all these places at the savings of $600,000 . On t he
o ther h a nd , I have something that Senator Sieck passed ou t
that says if we really looked at what these units cost, it
i s $2 , 682 , 0 00 . How do an y o f u s know how t o vo t e and I
guess I would like to support Senator Lynch's amendment but
I b e l i e v e I am be i n g h e l d hostage by Ron Jensen because I
d on't k n o w what to believe here. I need more information
and I don ' t know wh o t o ask for it from. Sen ator Lynch,
could I ask a couple of questions of you please.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator L y nch , woul d you . . .Senator L y n ch ,
before you do , may I get some order for you please.
(Gavel.) Ladies and gentlemen, let' s h old i t down p l ea s e
especially under the north balcony. (Gavel.) Especially
under the north balcony, please hold it down so you can hear

Warner. Senator Smith.
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