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decided that they could have a lottery, then that local
subdiv i s i o n c o u l d pu t i n t o p l ac e , i f it was the desire of
the city council, could put into place a video lottery
system with the machines not to go in the grocery stores,
with the machines not to go i n th e f i l l i ng st at i o n s , n ot t o
go into coin laundries, but to go into taverns. T he go i n t o
bars where the adults go and they play the p-'nball machines,
they play the juke boxes, and they play the shuffleboard,
and they drink liquor, and they smoke cigarettes, and the
chew Sen-Sen , and t h e l i ke . The go in those places right
now because they enjoy entertainment. This bill is a local
option bill and the number of the locals that are given the
option are only those locals that o nce had t h e op t i or . a n d
voted, and voted to put in lottery. They are given the
opportunity to vote again as to whether or not they can have
the machines, and if they can have the machines, t hey go
into a very limited number of places, with the revenue from
the machines then being divided among or between the city,
the operator, the state, and th e l i cen s ee . I t is a fairly
simple and, of course, there will be proceeds that will go
t o wi n n e r s . Now, i t i s b as i c al l y an entertainment issue.
It truly is an entertainment issue. We can pa ra de i t as a
gambling issue but, in fact, i t i s s i mp l y p e o p l e i n a l oca l
community being given the right to choose whether or no t
t hey wo u ld l i ke t o h ave t h i s relatively simple form of
entertainment in their taverns and that is the nature of the
bill, not a statewide lottery, not a beast that is moving
across t h e s t at e , or as William Butler Yeats said , n ot a
great beast slouching towards Bethlehem waiting to be born.
I t i s s i mp l y an en t er t ai nm e n t b i l l . Tod ay t h e r e a r e
sillions of dollars spent xn Nebraska on entertainment,...

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR V. JO HNSON: ...whether it be bingo entertainment,
horse racing entertainment, but people do like to gamble. I
am not a gambler. I was not raised in a gambling family. I
was raised in a mi ddle-class Protestant family but there
were people in Columbus where I was raised who were Catholic
and they kind of gambled a l i t t l e b i t , a nd m y p a r e n t s m i g h t
talk about that, but you know, we tolerated it. We accepted
it because some people do different from the way I am and
the way my parents we re , a nd al l w e h a v e d o n e i n t h i s b i l l
is simply said, look, treat this kind of entertainment
b asica l l y l i ke , b a si ca l l y l i k e w e t r e at e d a l c o ho l yea r s ago.
We allowed folk in a community to vote whether t h e y w a n te d
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