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Also another thing that we must take in consideration at
Hastings is, they also have an alcohol treatment program at
the same time and these patients for some u n k nown re ason
through the yea r s hav e b e e n subjected to the detox center
before they are admitted to the alcohol treatment program.
As this controversy grew they took a month at random and a
Dr. Smith and Dr. Lytton, clinical director at the Hastings
R egional Cent er , so h e wa s in on this, arbitrarily pulled
one month's records. The month that t hey dec i ded t o u s e o r
that they pulled was last November. The results of this,
o nly 1 5 p e r c en t o f t h e i nd i v i dua l s admitted to Hastings were
actually in need of detoxification services. What's simply
been happening is a lot of these patients, even though they
h ave n ot ne ed e d de t ox , how d o I p ol i t el y say t h i s ,
inebriated, maybe for three weeks or a month and waiting to
get into the treatment program, they are again sent through
t he de t o x ce nt e r . Th e r e ar e medical personnel there that
are simply not needed for a detox center and there are many
e xpenses i n c u r r e d . Ok ay , of this month that I am speaking
to, of the 76 patients admitted in Hastings i n November o f
1984, 11 we i e f o i de t ox . Te n were inebriated. From this
case three Adams County, two Dawson, two Hal l , o n e C heyenne,
o ne Holt , on e N e maha a n d o n e Otoe County. O f the other
6 5 cases t h a t w e r e r u n t h r ou g h the Hastings Regional Center
they were in there for r ehabi l i t a t i on ser v i ce s , n ot d e t o x
and I guess that I still haven't r ecovered o n m y a l c o h o l
funding money and I ju st personally c annot se e t h i s
additional expense in one center.

. .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR NELSON: . . .when we hav e cent er s i n C h a d r o n ,
N ebraska , n or t h e r n N e b r a s k a , many other areas that need
detox c e n t e r s . I wil l a d mi t t h i s cen t e r wi l l n ot be r e a d y
by the first of July and I think the public institutions has
made that very plain. They are willing to work along until
a new social detox center is in. ..ready. I also visited the
center here in Hastings o r i n L i nco l n al on g w ith Senat o r
Smith and the gentleman that manages this also was out to
Hastings. He hi mself prefersa social type setting and I
know that maybe the first year, because of start up costs
and change , we m ay n ot b e talking about $150 or $ 2 0 0 , 0 00
s avings c r ev e n $ 100,000 t h e f i r s t ye a r , but mu l t i p l y t h at
times five years or ten years and no way can I justify this
amount of dollars for one particularcenter even though it
is in my r eg i on . And as far as my...I don't c are wher e i t
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