
May 15, 1985 LB 722

H ave you a l l vot ed ? A record v o t e has be e n requested.
Please record your vote xf you wish to vote. H ave you a l l
voted? Record the vote, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: (Read re c o rd vot e . See pages 23 1 5 -1 6 o f t he
Legislative Journal.) 1 5 eyes, 2 4 n a ys , Mr . Pr e s i d e n t , on
adoption of the amendment.

PRESIDENT: The amendment fails. N ext on t h e d e sk .

CLERK: Mr. President, the next amendment to the bill is by
Senator Schmit. Senator Schmit's amendment is on page 2008.

PRESIDENT: Is Senator Schmit available? Senator Schmit,
your amendment is up for discussion. Senator Schmit, you
are recognized on your amendment to 722.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President and members of the body, more
than a dozen years ago this Legislature establ i s hed a d r u g
abuse control division in the Nebraska Safety Patrol. Since
that time a number of members have taken a p articular
interest in this area and have followed up on it and done
perhaps a better j ob than I did when we started. B ut one o f
the provisions of that original legislation was to establish
a buy fund whereby the Patrol c ould us e t h e i r u nd e r c o v e r
people to engage in the purchase of d r u g s t o get a
conviction of a pusher. This Legislature was very emphatic
in stating that we wanted to stamp out the pushers, the
people who promoted the use of drugs . Th i s be c ame a v er y
important tool to the Patrol. It originally started out
with $50,000, we raised it to $100,000. The committee had
seen fit to raise it to $110,000 some time ago, but the
incidence of drug abuse is becoming greate r . The size of
the buys are becoming greater. T he Pat r o l , bec a u s e I h a v e
kept in touch with them over the years, informed me some
time ago that their funds for this purpcee were depleted. I
asked them if they could use additional funds, they said yes
they could. We discussed the amount. They did no t a s k f or
it specifically, but we. ..I agreed that I would introduce an
amendment to add $200,000 to this fund. Some of the money
t urns ove r a n d i s r ecovered , b u t som e of it is not. So, as
a result, the fund does become deple t ed . I v i s i t e d a bi t
with Senator Warner about this. He has some comments. I
don't disagree with those comments, but I believe that this
is the most important kind of fund. I'm so r r y I d i d no t go
before the committee and ask for additional funds a t t h e
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