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really don't know what difference it makes who you appoint
to those positions, particularly the water management fund,
when there is no money there. I l i v e out in th e co u ntr y . I
drive the roads a lot. I, more than most people, appreciate
good roads. I support expenditures for roads and I think it
i s i m p or t a nt . I t i s not my intention that we ever do
anything to damage the road program. In fact this year we
passed the bill, LB 346, which puts back into the. . .or t akes
a way a drain o f s e vera l mi l l i o n d o l l a r s a nnually on t h e r o ad
fund for the gasohol program. I d id that beca use I
recognize after 14 years the program is beginning to bear
fruit, we probably do not need that subsidy for the alcohol
program anymore. I would like to call your attention to the
fact that we are spending between $200 a nd $300 mi l l i o n o n
roads a y e a r t o cove r up soi l . That is a very laudable
goal. We are spending something less than two percent of
that amount of money to conserve o ur soi l an d ou r wa t e r
resources. I could cite you editorial after editorial about
the importance of soil and water conservation. Ladies and
g entlemen, i t i s l i ke m a i n t enance o n t h e b u i l d i n g s of the
C apitol , Uni ve r s i t y a n d all the state buildings, it is
something you can put off. You d on't r e a l l y s e e the need
there and therefore you nave a problem trying to fund it. I
think that we need to recognize that we are either going to
make a strong and a determined financial commitment to water
resource development and to soil c onservat ion as we have t o
those other important areas of government--education,
welfare, social services, or else we ought to just quit
fooling the people. We understand the realities of life in
politics. But the people out in the country are beginning
to be a little bit misled, I think, a s to where w e p l a c e
soil and water conservation in t he pr i o r i t y l i st . For ma n y
years, prior to my time, Senator Kremer tried and wrestled
and was successful to a limited extent to s ecure funds f o r
this very important project.

PR..SIDENT: (Gavel.) Go ahead, Senator.

SENATOR SCHMIT: In r ecent ye a r s , beca us e of budge t
constraints, because of inadequacy of income we have not met
our responsibi l i t y i n t hat area. We can do all sorts if
things if we wa n t to . We talk about how i mportant
agriculture is, but if the soil and water are allowed to
continue to deteriorate, ladies and gentlemen, there will be
n o funds for c oncrete , oil mat, education or the poor or any
one else. We t alk about how we don't need agriculture
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