May 14, 1985 LB 408

$7,000. At the General File debate| had offered an
amendnent that noved that to $10,000 and $5,000. OnSelect
File Senator Johnsonwas...while | was in the rest room was
capabl e of securing that and bringing that back down to an 8
and 4 level. What | am proposing to do is to bring 408 back
to Select File, and to change the. . to amend the | anguage
where | would be striking 4 and inserting 5, and striking 8
and inserting 10, putting it hack uP to what youhad so
graciously agreed to on the General File debate and was
anended back down during nmy ahsence on Sel ect. So | would
appreciate it if the body would see it to bring it back to
Sel ect and attach this amendment. There are.. the specific
| anguage to that amendment is being...wll be passed out in
just a second.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Vard Johnson, then Senator Labeds.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: M. Speaker, this amendment that
Senator Conway is offering is not a real big deal. Probably
doesn't affect very many people, but |'mgoing to oppose It
What has happened is very sinple. Senator Conway is froma
legislative district that js right on the |Iowa border.
There is a maj or bi ngo opera?i on conducted under the
auspi ces of the W nnebago tribe of Indians jn Slpan, lowa,
known as "Winnebingo". "Winnebingo" has very large
jackpots. Because it has very |arge jackpots sone of the
vol untary organi zations in Senator Conway's district think
that we should sinply raise our jackpot Iimts substantially
so that his bingos can effectively compete with
"Winnebingo". Well, LB 408 does nmake sone upward adj ust nent
in the jackpot allowances, but it doesn't go nearly as far
as Senator Conway woul d have it g0. Thereason why is that
there are otherbingos scattered throughout Nebraska that
have decided, over the years, that a |lower jackpot anount
tends to preserve smaller bingo operations in the face of
large-scale bingo operations. It has al ways been kind of
one of those negotiating issues. Well, the current
settlement figure is that the paxi num amount | uess they
can get paid out during any bingo occasion is $8, gOO and t he
maxi mum t hat could get paid out in a bingo gane is $4, 000 or
$3,500. That seemsto bea reasonable amount. | would not
go as high as SenatorConway would go. Now Senator Conway
zs correct zn that the anendment that was placed on 408 to
set the jackpot immit was done when he was in the restroom
As you may remember, we had passed LB 404, e had passed the
bill  that provides for mandatory insurance coverage for
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