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years differences that have occurred and a system that is
too inflexible to meet the change that has brought us to the
point that we are considering LB 516. If we are going to
have a situation that is stable and the status quo that
continues, there is not a need to make a change. But change
must be looked at, it must be considered w hen we h a v e a
situation today different than a situation that we had last
y ear and t h e yea r b ef o r e a n d a dec a d e a g o and bef o r e t h at .
We must recognize that an adjustment is called for now. I
am a layman. I am not an attorney and I think that it is
important that somebody stand up as a layman to say the
j udi c i a l sy st em o b v i o u s l y mu st be as efficient as other
governmental operations. It is not unfair to sa y our
judicial system must recognize the tight budget situation
that we are in. And for those of you who c al l y o u r s e l v e s
f i s ca l co n s e r v a t i ve s , i f ever t h e r e was a nee d t o a ctua l l y
carry out what that term calls for, it is in t he b i l l l i ke
LB 516. To b e f i sca l l y conservative means to fund those
programs at an app ropriate level as eff iciently and
effec t i ve l y a s po s s i b l e and to continue the present system
without recognizing the inefficiencies isn 't fiscally
conservative. It is fiscally irresponsible. It is clear
that some judges have a much h i g he r case l oa d , much h eavie r
work load than other judges and to have a situation where
they are all paid the same with the difference as wide a s i t
i s now i n wo r k l oad is not a fair situation. We are not
recognizing the need to make an adjustment. Instead, I have
'~een here n o w s e ven ye a rs and have seen two d i fferent
efforts which have increased our j udg e s b y t h r ee , f rom
forty-five to forty-eight in our district court system, yet
we haven't had that significant an increase in district
court filings. We need t o r e co g n i z e t he need f or an
adjustment. It may be difficult in some of your districts
to make the change, but for the overall good of the state I
think Senator Beu tler has b r o u gh t a g ood p i e ce of
legislation that we ought to consider with open minds and an
abi l i t y t o see t he need as I t h i nk i t exists to make an
adjustment n o w t h a t i s l ong o ve r d u e i n o ur j u di c i al d i s t r i c t

PRESIDENT: Senator Elroy Hefner.

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members of t h e b od y , I
support the kill motion. I t h i n k i t i s a du t y of the
Legislature to retain cont ro l o f our j ud i c i a l districts,
especially the district courts and th e cou n t y co u rt s . I

court s ys t em.
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