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SENATOR B E UTLER: Mr . S pe ak e r and members of the
Legislature, I h aven't spoken on this particular issue
except on ce t o expr es s my mixed re actions to the
p roposi t i o n . Bu t i t i s i nt e r est i ng h o w p s ycho l ogy b u i l d i ng
i s a l l a p a r t of t h i s p r oce s s that operates on you and I.
The psychology that was sought to be created the moment this
b il l h i t t h e f l oor w a s , p e o p l e are stalling, we have got to
get the hour...they are trying to stall to get the hour up
and all legitimate questions b ecome i l l e g i t i m a t e q u e s t i o n s .
But, frankly, I think the question you s hould as k y o u r s e l f
i s , h ow d i d t h i s b i l l ge t on t he ag e nda ? We h a v e an
e stab l i s he d p r i or i t y b i l l syst em , t he i nd i v i du a l se n a t o r s '
priority bills. Se nator Lowell Johnson chose no t t o mak e
this a priority bill. Those are supposed to come first and
then after that the committee priority bills and then after
that the Speaker's bills. And many, m a ny , many o f t h o s e
bills have not come up and may not come up. Now when we set
up the priority bill system we didn' t say anything about the
Speaker's power to put things on special order vis-a-vis the
p rio r i t y b i l l sy st e m , h o w t h a t w a s to fit together. If you
read the rules strictly, things shouldn't come up on special
order with the priority bill system in place. I could a r g u e
that very strongly and I think I could convince most of you
if you read the rules that that is the c ase. But si nc e w e
were trying out the priority bill system, we allowed the
sp. cial order idea to continue but it was used very strictly
for emergency situations,for things that c ould not have
been an t i c i p at e d b y t h e p r i o r i t y b i l l sy st em, f or e x ample .
Now all of a sudden the specia l or de r i d ea i s b ei ng used
simply because somebody has some special relationship or, I
d on' t k n ow , y o u have to answer that in your own mind . How
is it that a bill that is not an emergency matter i n any
sense is all of a sudden taking precedence over the priority
bill system and moved to the top of the agenda? Especially
one k n own t o b e h i gh l y controversial. N ow if Senator
Chambers were h er e t oday , he would h av e t ake n an hour b y
himself and I assure you if this gets on Select F ile a n d
Final R e a d i ng , t h e r e wi l l be at least a day' s debate on it,
not be c ause i t i s b ei ng s t a l l ed , but because I think when
you understand the arguments you will understand that it is
a controversial measure. W hen this first came t o the
Judiciary Committee a couple years ago we all were thinking,
yes, great idea, let's do it. But bo y , mor e a nd mo r e
questions began developing. M ore and more q ue s t ons, l i k e
the standards for the court. How is the judg . going to
d ecide wh e t he r i t i s in the best interests of t he ch i l d ?
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