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the criteria that we are looking at is the best interest of
t he ch i l d , t h en i t mi g h t w e ll be conceivable that in many
instances an aunt who has taken care of a child f o r y ea r s ,
an unrelated person, a friend, a foster parent, I think I
could name a dozen examples of people who i n one s i t u a t i o n
or another in our society these days has the opportunity,
does in effect, baby-sitters, develop a close relationship
with t h e c hi l d , and i t wou l d seem...it seems, it has always
seemed to me a little bigoted that one particular group
should request the right, that maybe we ought to consider
the right in a broader sense, that is you get back to the
philosophic question, is it a right of blood or is it a
right of relationship? And I think that unless you are
going to make a number of other assumptions, that it should
be a right of relationship. But the problem that it gets
you into is that it has a tremendous effect on the breakdown
of parental rights which may or may not be good. B u t it
seems to me it is very difficult to make distinctions and if
you say t h a t e l i m in a t i n g s u b s e c t i o n ( c ) i s a n a r r o w v i ew , I
would be honestly interested i n you r r e sp o nse t o whe t h e r
l imi t i n g i t t o gr andp a r e n t s pa r t i cu l ar l y i sn' t a rather

PRESIDENT: Senator DeCamp, do you wish to speak again '?

SENATOR DECAMP: I certainly do. B ecause, yo u s ee , I h ap p e n
to agree completely with what you have s aid . Neb r a sk a was I
thank the fxrst state xn, a s I r e cal l , 19 71 we we r e t h e
fxrst or second state, '71 or '72, t o change t h e l aws o n
custody. It was a presumption automat>cally that the mother
always should get the children, an absolute presumption xn
thzs state. Go back and check t h e cou r t c ase s . T hat i s
what happened . I n 197 1 o r 2 , at the request of a friend of
mine w h o had a r at he r l arge q u an t i t y o f chi l d r en , I
introduced legislation, and we did pass it, that said there
shall be no presumption that the mother is the b est o r t h e
father is the best and children shall be awarded fo r c ust o d y
purposes based strictly on what is in the best interest of
the children. Seven states, Senator Beutler, happened to do
exactly what you just described, exactly what you described.
And in those seven states it has worked rather excellently
if you want to take the time to check it out. In other
w ords, i t goe s be y ond a mere blood relationship. There may
be an auntie, there may be an i n d i v i d u a l t h at h as a c l o s e r
relationship with that child than anybody else and it would
be maybe in the best interests of the child to go to that

narrow v i e w .
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