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married shouldn't be dealt with or treated with the same
rights as other human beings. Tom, from a very rural area,
I suspect, looks at it from the same taboos. Let me th r ow a
shocker t o you wh i ch you c a n go check i n t h e b ook s ,
statistical books. Th ere are certain segments o f o u r
population right here in "River City", Nebraska and I don' t
criticize them, where at least 50 percent or more o f t h e
births are a result, ah, yes, of parents not being married.
A nd I am go in g t o t e l l you s o meth i n g . I suspect if you were
to check, you would find that the relationship in those
families may be as tight or tighter than some of those that
are well married and have got the little piece of paper. So
before you reject this amendment, look in the mirror and see
if you are just not trying t o t h r o w yo u r o w n per s o n a l
attitudes as to what somebody's absolute moral code should
be, if you are not trying to throw yours on them and assume
that yours is perfect and if theirs deviates from it, it
must be really messed up and wrong. The legislation should
apply to children and to grandparents if you are going to do
it at all. I urge you to reject the amendment. A nd, as I
say, we all do it whether it is John DeCamp or Tom Vickers,
we al l t end t o l oo k at a p ar t i cu l a r situation with our own
personal environmental experiences and ou r pe r so n a l mor a l
codes. And sometimes, sometimes it comes out just screaming
at us as it ju st did h e re. I urge you to reject the
amendment and all of us as an example from this situation on
every bill see if we are not being a little t oo na r r o w and
too bigoted in what we are trying to impose on somebody
else .

PRESIDENT: The Ch a i r recognizes Senator Beutler on the
amendment to the committee amendments. Twenty minutes left.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Se nat o r DeCamp, if I may, I w o u l d
just.. your remarks are interesting and I just wanted to
follow up with some questions with regard to your philosophy
on the issue. I have been with this issue quite a while as
Chairman of the Judiciary Committee and I have a lo t o f
mixed f e e l i n g s a b ou t i t as I think that most people in this
b ody do i f t he i r op i ni on s a re hones t l y e xp re s s e d . One of
the things that has always troubled me a little b it , yo u
mentioned the n arrow mindedness of S enator Vicker s i n
suggesting this particular amendment. It oc curred to me
when we were having the debate on this that perhaps limiting
it to grandparents was a narrow minded point of view and
perhaps not even a particularly relevant point of view. If
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