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heaven or something. I wasn't quite sure b ecause h e w a s
relating a litany of circumstances for which the law should
n ot app ly . I t h i nk w e a r e l os i n g sight of the fact of what
we are trying to accomplish with t hi s wh ol e t h i n g . I t h i nk
the judges, I think the courts, I think the atto rneys
involved, I think the p arents, t he gr and p a r e nt s and
e verybody hav e a b a s i c un d e r s t a n d i n g of what i s r i ght f o r
the kids as well as the grandparents. We are talking about
both he re . I d on ' t really think that we should have to
muddy it up with circumstances that would direct how courts
or par e n ts o r gr and p a ren ts or a n y body e l s e sho u l d have
to...if that is the case, we wouldn' t ne ed a l aw at a l l .
Now I would oppose muddying up the b i l l wi t h t h ese k i nd s
of...this kind of amendment.

PRESIDENT: We are discussing the Hoagland amendment to the
committee amendments. The Chai r r ec ogn i z e s Sen at o r
Vickers . Se na t o r Vi ck e r s .

SENATOR VICKERS: Mr. President and members, I r i se t o
support this amendment. It just doesn't make s ense t o m e
that we have...would be putting in the law a situation where
if one of our children...if one of my children, one of my
b oys, f or ex am p l e , h a d fathered a c hild before h e w a s
married without being married and then the mother of that
c hi l d . . . a n d may b e n e v e r even recognised the child, never
ever paid any child support or anything, and then the mother
of that child might have remarried or might have married, I
should say, and started a family, then I as a grandparent of
t hat c h i l d wou l d b e able t o pe t i t i on t he court a n d h av e
>isitation rights, grandparents' rights to that child whom
my own son had never provided anything for. T hat i s t he w a y
the law reads. Th at is the way this amendment would read.
That makes no sense to me whatsoev er . I d on ' t think this
body is even considering the feelings of the chi l d r e n . kn ow
there are words in here that says it is supposed t o be . I
don' t t h in k t he y r e al l y are. I don 't think t hey are
considering the feelings o f t h e p a r e n t s . You know, one o f
the most difficult things to do as a parent,and t h i s
applies particularly to grandparents, is cut t h e ap r on
str i n gs , c u t t he u m b i l i ca l co r d . One of the most difficult
things to do as a grandparent is to watch the parent s make
their own mistakes with the children. One of the most
difficult things to do is to say, you know, I raised mine, I
love them but they h ave go t t o mak e their own mistakes.
Sometimes it is much easier to intervene, put ourselves in
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