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to . . . Senato r H oag l and and Vickers would move to amend the
committee amendments and that amendment is on page 2190 of
t he Journa l .

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r H o a g l a nd .

SENATOR HOAGLAND: L et me describe this amendment briefly,
colleagues, because I don't think we need to take a lo t o f
t ime on i t . I v i s i t ed wi t h Senator Johnson about it and he
may have an opinion on this. What this amendment does is it
takes out the third set of circumstances where visitation
would be allowed and that is where t he parent s h ad n e v e r
been married. Now as I have reflected about t hi s o ve r t he
last week or two since we put t he b i l l out of com mi t t e e , i t
strikes me as being kind of silly, really, to allow a
grandparent visitation situation w here t h e ch i l dr e n have
never been married in the first instance. Now once again we
are talking about a situation where the mother presumably
has custody of the child, she and the father of t he ch i l d
were never married, paternity m ay or m a y no t ha v e been
e stab l i s h e d . The child...the father may o r ma y not be
actively participating in helping to raise the child by time
and attention and child support and so forth. It seems to
me in that kind of a ituation w here t h er e ha s n e ve r b een a
marriage, the link between the father's parents and the
child is so weak that at least in 1985, if we are g o ing t o
p ass th e g r an d p aren ts ' v i si t a t i on bi l l , let's not go that
far. We can come in a couple years later if t here i s go o d
c ause a n d al l ow g r an d p a r e n t s visitation where there has
n ever b een a m a r ri ag e . But I t h i nk f o r now i t i s s tre t c h i n g
t h i ng s a l i t t l e b i t . It zs a little silly and I woul d a s k
for the a d option of t his amendment t o the committee
a mendments . Th a n k y o u .

PRESIDENT: Is there discussion on that amendment? I s t h e r e
anyone that wishes to speak on that amendment? Sen ator
Lynch.

S ENATOR LYNCH: N r . Pr e s i d e n t and members, I think that is
what I want to talk on. I want to talk on what Senato r
Hoagland was just talking about.

PRESIDENT: That's right.

SENATOR LYNCH: Yes, for a minute I t h ought I w as l i st en i ng
to a patron saint who was interpreting the moral codes of
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