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those in favor vote aye, opposed vote no. The question is,
shall the debate cease on the discussion of the bracketing
motion? 25 votes required. Please record your vote if you
wish to vote. The motion is t o cease d eb a t e o n Senator
Vickers' motion to bracket the bill. P lease record your
vote. Have you all voted? Have you a l l vot ed? The Cle r k
w il l r e co r d .

CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays to cease debate, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Th e motion prevailsand S e n a to r Vi cke r s is
entitled to close.

S ENATOR VICKERS: Th a n k y o u , Mr. President. Mr. President
and members, it is pretty obvious to me that this body wants
t o sp en d an hou r d e b a t in g the grandparents' visitation
rights. Senator DeCamp says that 49 states h ave done th i s
already. We l l , a l o t of those states have done it very
recently and that there seems to be some interest i n t h i s
body since other states have done something in a certain way
then this state had ought to do it too. Well, i f t h at i s
the way this state wants to o perate , why d o n ' t w e open up
the o t he r C hamber across t h e h a l l ? The r e i s no t h i n g w r ong
with bei ng d i f f er en t t h an the ot her s tates. We ar e
different from the other states. A lot of people in h e r e
stand u p a nd say , we l l , the poor gr and p a ren ts , t he poo r
grandparents, we have got to give them the right to see
their grandchildren in t h e i r l at e r yea r s . We l l , I don' t
c onsider myself to b e quite later years necessarily,
although I suppose that depends on your point of v iew. I
love my grandchildren too. I love my stepgrandchildren also
and those stepgrandchildren have some real difficulties
because of the process of a divorce. How many people have
stood up and said anything a bout t h e i r ch i l d r en ? A bout t h e
children, in an adversarial type situation, a divorce that
has got an ad v e r s a r ia l . ..if it is a friendly d ivorce , y o u
don't have to worry about it. The only time this comes into
p lay i s whe n i t i s an adve r s a r i a l d ivorce , w hen i t i s an
adversa r i a l s i t u at i on . H as anybody t h ou gh t a b o u t how the
k ids a r e t o re u p ' ? I h av e seen my stepgrandchildren have to
go to a psychiatrist. I have seen my stepgrandchildren have
to be set b ack a gr ade i n sch o o l b e c a us e t h ey simply
couldn't cop< wi th the trauma. I have hea r d my
stepgrandchi l d r e n a sk m y so n w hy h e co u l d n ' t . . . w h y he
wouldn't adopt them and give them h is name. I hav e h ea r d
them say , how c ome we h ave tw o f at he r s ? A nd yet w e h a v e
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