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this session is absolutely atrocious. And Senator DeCamp
mentioned a house resolution now in April of '85 called for
the states to adopt a u niform act which would provide
grandparents with adequate rights to petition the state
courts for privileges to visit their grandchildren following
the dissolution of the marriage o r t h e gr and c h i l d re n ' s
parents because of death, separation, divorce o r parent s '
remarriage and stepparents' adoption of the grandchildren.
I know, myself, the importance of a grandchild i n th e l i f e
of a gr a n dparent , a s many of us do on this floor. I f we
aren' t a g r a n dparent now, we have g r andparents of our ow n.
It is very important to a great number of these people in
this state to provide a means by which they can petition the
court and I emphasize that, petition the court i n o rde r t o
obtain v i si t at i on r i ght s . The courts will decide whether it
is in the best interest of that child for their grandparents
t o h a v e v i si t at i on r i gh t s . I urge you to r eject the
bracketing motion, to go on with the bill as amended by the
committee and we will talk about i t a g a i n o n Sel e c t Fi l e .
We need not waste time. I have got a priority bill coming
u p to o and I kno w we have the budget bills and everything
else, but many of the people in this state are not
interested in some of the bills that we say are o f g r e a t
importance to this sta te, but they do believe that
grandparents' rights, whether you are a grandparent o r n ot ,
it should be very important to you and to many of your
constituents that we don't stall this bill for an hour.
Vote i t up o r down . I f yo u don ' t f ee l i t i s a good b i l l ,
then vote against it. I have done it many times. Thank
you.

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r Ly n c h .

SENATOR LYNCH: Mr. President and members, I would a l s o u r g e
us to reject the bracket amendment. It might not be as high
a priority as a veterinary school, Senator Vi c k e r s , or a
h ospi ta l b ui l di ng b i l l , Se na t o r W e se l y , but if you are in
your late s..xties and seventies a nd eigh t i e s a n d you ha v e
got some grandkids and you would like to have a chance to
love them, you would hope that your grandkids would have a
c hance t o s e e y o u . You don't have a chance to wait another
y ear, maybe ano t he r s i x w e e k s , L ord wi l l i n g, y o u n e ve r k n o w
h ow l o n g y o u h av e . I t i s a h i gh p r i o r i t y bi l l . I f i t
affected just one or t wo peop le , i t wou l d be a ver y
important bill for us to consider. It makes great sense for
us to be in the m ainstream as far as the rights and
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