
May 9, 1 985 LR 81

referred to us for committee hearing w hich we hel d a c o u p l e
weeks a g o. LR 81 si mp l y d i d two things as originally
drafted. Number one, it allowed th e G ame and Parks
Commission to accept as a gift from the Game and Parks
Foundation 423 acres approximately 3 miles east of Ash l and
along the Platte River to be developed ultimately as another
major state park. That was part one of the resolution.
Part two essentially did one thing that. . .many o f y o u w e r e
at a dinner at Peony Park in Omaha a couple months ago and
you h e a r d Governo r Ke r r e y make t h e announcement of this
property being acquired and he stated that evening that it
would be n amed Eugene T . Mahoney State Park. In the course
of the committee hearing and d iscuss i on s i n comm i t t ee
afterwards, some members felt it might b e wise t o see k a n
Attorney General's Opinion if we can do this by resolution,
by resolution as we were attempting to with this LR 81. The
Attorney General's Opinion was t hat it can be done by
statute. The resolution is not a statute. Th erefore, it
wasn't proper for us to do it in this form and the committee
amendments, therefore, simply strike the reference t o t h e
naming of the ~tate park. So as a mended the committee
amendments, now to the resolution should you adopt them,
would s i mpl y a l l ow G ame and Parks the authority to accept
this property as a gift from the Game a nd Parks Foundat i o n
unnamed. I urge you adopt the committee amendments.

PRESIDENT: The motion is to adopt the committee amendments
to the resolution. I s there discussion on the amendments'?
Senator Lab e dz . May we h ave attention, please. S enator
Labedz.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, Mr. President. Members of the
Legislature, the resolution t hat wa s si g n e d b y 44 or 45
senators I think is an indication that the park should be
accepted and at the time we introduced the resolution the
last paragraph stated that we would...that the intentions
were to name the park after Eugene Mahoney. Eve r y one o f u s
at that time th ought that was a sp l end i d i de a and I am
r eal l y d i sa p p o i n t e d a t t h i s p o i n t t h at we are not ab l e t o d o
it because of th e At torney G eneral's Opinion that I
requested myself and asked that it be r eady ye s t e r da y an d i t
was and many of you read it and it has to be done by statute
or by bill rather than a resolution. I know that there is
very l i t t l e t i me l e f t i n t he session but there is a. . .and I
want to forewarn you that there is a possible chance that I
will do that before the session ends. But at this t ime I
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