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SENATOR SMITH: Ye s , okay . So I do have a couple of other
concerns regarding this. When I was looking through this, I
find that on page 12, l i nes 1 3 t h r ou g h 15 , t here i s a
statement made, "No reimbursement shall be a l l o wed f o r
travel from the home of an indiv i d ua l j u d g e t o hi s or he r
primary service location or from such location to his or he r
home." T his I fe el is something that...it would hav e
nothing to do with cronyism or any of those other things
that you are talking about, I t h i n k i t i s r e al i t y . . .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Which page are you on, Senator?

SENATOR SMITH: On p age 12, so they are stating right here
that there will be no reimbursement allowed for travel from
t he home of a n i nd i v i d u a l j ud g e o r f or h i s r et ur n . When you
a re i n we s t e rn Neb r a s k a a nd I gu ess I c onsi de r western
Nebraska almost to start from Lincoln, but it gets more
w estern a s y o u g o across the state, distance becomes greater
between points, and if you were in Lincoln or Omaha, you
wouldn't have to worry about that i f y o u w er e a j ud g e, no
doubt, but if you were in the other part of the state, the
number of cases that you could even t ak e o n w o u l d b e v er y
much dependent upon the distance between in addition to the
fact that you have no reimbursement as a judge. So tha t i s
something that I would have as a concern with this unless
t here h a ' b e en .= o mechange that I am nnt aware of or t hat
you co u l d add r es s h er e . An d t h e other thing is that, you
know, you were talking a little bit about the c aseload b e i n g
one of the considerations and you did mention travel time,
a nd I f i nd o n pa g e 1 3 where t h e y do sp eak t o t hat , w h e r e
they say the de:ermination shal l b e b ased on the Supreme
Court analysis of the caseload, the travel time, and o t h e r
factors. I guess I would be concerned about, you know, if
they do take all these things into consideration, what are
the other factors, or what do they mean by that statement
" other f act o r s" .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Okay, let me address the last question
first, that p ortion that you ar e r e ad i ng on p age 13
descr i b i n g t h e "other factors" was a criticism that was made
by others previously and that part has been deleted from the
committee amendments by the amendment to the committee
amendments that we just adopted.

SENATOR SMITH. Okay.
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