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have to gave the commission a degree of authority, and the
commission is going to be cognizant of the fact that the
people are voting on these judges, a nd I d o n ' t se e any w a y
or any necessity of or any way that they would want to have
any rational basis for doing a way w ith the e lec t i o n
districts or getting down to one election district or t wo
election distracts or any such thing as that. I f t h e y d i d
such a thing, the answer is quite obvious as t o what wou l d
happen, and what would happen would be they would be back in
here in the Legislature and they should be. . .and t he y s h o u l d
be. T he entire thrust o f this system is t o l e t t he
administrative function be performed first. T hen if we
don't like it, then come to the Legislature and le t u s
debate whether it was done well or done poorly.

PRESIDENT: Senator Goll has one minute.

SENATOR GOLL: T hank you, Nr. President, I won't need it.
Thank you , S e na to r B e u t l e r .

PRESIDENT: T hank you, Senator Coll, and we n o w move t o
Senator Vard J ohnson.

S ENATOR V. JOH NSON: Nr . Sp e a k e r and members of the
Legislature, I am not going to take very long on this bill.
We have heard a lot of questions r aised b y so m e o f ou r
senator s abo u t t he e conomics o f LB 516 . Questions ar e
these: Where are the economics? W hat wi l l t h i s b i l l sav e' ?
How does it affect the savings? Now these questions have
come from senators who have not been in the Legislature for
a very long period of tame and I wou l d k i nd o f l i ke t o g i ve
my impress>on of what happ ns w ith t he j u dge s h i p i ssue .
What I have observed since I have been here is this judge in
a given judicial distract concludes that he or sh e , but i t
really zs all hes because I can't think of any s he t ha t w e
have except for the juvenile court system, that he i s
overworked an d he get s the statistics out and determines
that , b y go l l y , h i s c ase l o a d i s a bit higher than the
average statewide caseload. And so he goes to his state
s enator a n d say s w e n e e d t o have a seco n d j u d g e , and hi s
s tate s e n a to r s a y s , well, you know, getting another judge is
awful h a r d b ut I wi l l t r y . And so his state senator comes
down to Lincoln with a little pork barrel piece. T hat i s
what it is all about, a little bit of pork b arrel . Com e s
d own to L i n co l n a n d says we n e e d a n o t he r j ud g e f or t h i s
judicial district, and if that senator is l u c k y and i f t ha t
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