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e xaggerated conc l u s i o n . .

SENATOR SMITH: I am (interruption).
.

SENATOR BEUTLER: . . . t h en t he answer i s , ye s, t hat i s a
possibility but I don't understand why t hat wo u l d b e a
d anger because t he b o d y that is performing this judgment
function of evening up the workloads first o f al l has t o
operate by criteria which dictate to them that the workload
s hal l b e e q u a l .

SENATOR SMITH: Okay, by workload.
. .

SENATOR BEUTLER: So i f you had 90 percent of the judges in
Douglas County at some point in time, it would have to mean
that the countryside has completely emptied out in Nebraska.

SENATOR SMITH: Yeah, okay, by workload then are you talking
about cases or are you talking about...or individually...or
are you bringing into consideration distance, time and al l
t hose k i nd s o f t h i n g s i n m a k i n g a l l t h at det e r m i n a t i o n ?

SENATOR BEUTLER: That is a good question and the answer is
that we are bringing into consideration all of the things
that the district court judges and the c ounty cour t j ud g e s
themselves factored in when they assessed t heir own
workloads and I wi l l show yo u i n a l i t t l e b i t . . . I wi l l ask
you to follow through some of these examples of how they did
that. But let me read to you some of the factors that will
be considered. First of all, the caseload, obviously there
is a relationship between the number of cases filed and the
workload , and wi t h i n that category, the nu mber of cases
filed; the number of cases r e opened ; t he nu mber o f cases
that go to trial, cases that are tried take a lot longer
than other kinds of cases; number of cases tried to a ju r y ,
a jury trial takes much longer than a t r i al t o a j ud ge ; t he
number of dissolution of marriage cases, those a re usua l l y
very brief ard short, 15 minutes each maybe; t he number o f
c r imi na l ca s e s wi t h gu i l t y p l e as w h ic h t end t o be a sh or t
k ind o f p r o c e e d i ng . So you ca n see that under the category
of caseload, they break it down in seven or eight different
ways to get a more precise feeling for the length o f t i m e
taken by that. Ok ay, then moving on to t he second f a c t o r ,
the population of the district, and this is very important
t o y o u pr ob a b l y bec a u s e over the last ten ye ars and
h is t o r i c a l l y ov er t h i s cen t u ry p o p u l a ti o n h a s shifted from
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