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another group to do what the Le< islature s hould b e do i n g .
The whole basis of the problem in the ru r a l a rea s i s t h a t
people do not realize the problems brought on by distances.
You have judges that have to travel around. T his c o u l d l ea d
to huge, huge areas that judges have to move about within,
within those areas. And if the Legislature does not have
any j u r i sd i ct i o n u n de r i t , a s ca l l ed f or i n t he Beutle r
amendment, then we have given away one more of our duties in
my opin i on . W e h av e g i v e n i t to a commission over which we
have no control and that if we d on' t l i k e i t , w e don' t h a v e
any recourse. I think it's a bad bill. I have an amendment
up there which would make this new commission advisory. I
also have a mo t i o n u p t h e r e t o k i l l t h e b i l l .

P RESIDENT: The C h a i r would interrupt debate to announce
that Senator Nichol, our Speaker, has a couple of gu es t s
u nder t he sou t h ba l c on y . He'd l i ke to introduce to us
Nr. Joe Robertson of Scottsbluff and Nr . J o h n Z i mmer I I I o f
Lincoln. I f you'd stand up, thank you for coming. The
Chair r e c o g n i ze s Senato r Rod J o hnson .

SENATOR R. JOH NSON: Nr. President, members, I r i se t o
concur with the statements already made by my colleague,
S enator Howard La mb , on this issue. I know that Senator
Beutler has spent an awful lot of time working on a proposal
that would be acceptable to the members of this body and
also to the Bar Association and the judges and I'm certain
h e's t r i ed to work out a plan that he feels is fair and
j us t i f i ab l e , b ut i n v i s i t i ng wi t h so me a t t o r n ey s i n m y a re a ,
some judges in my particular area and I think that goes for
w estern Neb r a ska a s a w h o l e , there's a great deal of concern
about the distances that Senator Lamb has already sp oken . I
think that we need to consider this very c a r e f u l l y b eca u s e
it will have a significant, I think, ramification upon
agricu l t u r e and up on agricultural areas i n o ur s t at e
especially rural areas of our state. I'm not aware of any
movement that is being brought up from the groundswell of
the attorneys or the judges in western N ebraska or c e n t r a l
Nebraska t h a t i s c al l i ng or u r g i ng us to reform the current
system we have. I just got off the phone with one of my
close friends who is an attorney and in Clay County they are
very happy with the performance of their judges in their
particular area and as a whole the County Bar Association is
opposed to any form of redistricting and the only question I
have for Senator Beutler, if he would y i e l d t o a q uest i on
would be , was t h ei r input brought into this bill from
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