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County, Senator Barrett.

SENATOR BARRETT: Th a n k y ou , Nr. President, and members.
W ell, I am a l i t t l e su r p r i sed a n d d i sa p p o i n t e d in Senato r
Johnson's p o s i t i o n . I thought perhaps the bleeding heart
had the p riorities reversed. S enator John s o n , I m ig h t
suggest to you that one of the r easons we ar e g oi ng t h i s
particular route as opposed to now the general appropriation
route is specifically because of bills like LB 632. We are
not going to be able to be dependent on the general fund
appropriations. As I understand, the amendment, we are
simply s t r i k i ng b e g i n n i n g w i t h S e c ti o n 6 which is the trust
fund section of the bill which is pretty much t he he ar t of
t he b i l l . Some h av e b een co n c e r ned a s p er ha p s Senator
Johnson that we are creating some additional bureaucracy.
This is certainly not the case. Th ere will be oversight
from the Department of Social Services as well as t h e
Department of Health. Beyond that, this will be an ongoing
program which is in place at the present time in many, many
communities across t his state. Ther e ar e many, m a ny
volunteer s i n vo l v e d i n ch i l d a dvocacy p r o g rams, abu s e a n d
prevention programs. We are not,and I r e p e at , we ar e n ot
sett i n g up an add i t i ona l bureaucracy or add itional
employees. Basically these people are volunteers, and the
one tha t I am f ami l i a r wi t h i n my particular county, the
center operates with a staff of one and one-half persons and
over 100 volunteers donating an average o f 800 t o 1 , 0 00
hours per month to continue t hi s p r o g r am . Th ey h a v e no
funding. One of the purposes of the bill is to assist in
these types of programs. We need to be able to keep this
effort self-sustaining and dependable, and without the trust
f und, I am a f r ai d we si m p ly cannot do it. A lso I would
remind the body as I did the other day that if we eliminate
the trust fund per se, we are also going to eliminate some
possibilities for some federal funds, some federal matching
f unds w h i c h wi l l b e available providing $ 1 i n f ed er a l
matching funds for every $4 that the states collect and
place in trust funds and/or other mechanisms. W e are t h e n
jeopardizing the possible involvement of federal matching
funds and I think very def i n i t e l y t h ey wi l l b e av ai l ab l e .
We ar e al so )eopardizing as the bill calls for private
endowments, gifts, a nd b e q u e s t s . I can ' t imagine some
i nd i v i d u a l xn Om a h a , some lawyer working with a p e r s o n
complet i n g a wi l l wh o i s go i ng t o be anx io us t o mak e a
grant, a bequest to the State of Nebraska general operating
fund. This simply is not going to b e done . So we ar e i n
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