
May 8, 1985 LB 496

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Vickers.

SENATOR VICKERS: Mr. President, members, I rise to oppose
this resolution offered by my good friend Senator Schmit. I
will remind the body that some of t hose o f u s w h o a r e no t
the greatest lovers of LB 496 is the one that I th ink
brought this to the attention of t he body , and I r egr e t
that, the last time it was up because I think it was very
humorous. I think if you stop t o t h i n k ab o u t i t , i t i s
really funny that the people who are p r omot in g t h i s b i l l ,
the new car dealers in this state, were actually putting
themselves out of business with t h i s b i l l i n i t s cu r ren t
form. I was looking forward to going to Kansas or Io wa or
somewhere and buy in g ca r s . You know it is not that far to
Kansas from where I live. It would be kind of easy to drive
down there to Kansas and buy a car and a pickup and then I
wouldn't have to worry about LB 496. A nd yet t h e new c a r
dealers, their association with their, I assume, s mart l e g a l
minds were writing letters to all of us and had people
c al l i n g a l l o f us t e l l i n g u s how wonderfu l L B 4 9 6 was . You
know they about had me convinced when I really read the bill
in its current form, I was about ready to vote for it. But
if we adopt this amendment, i f we b r i n g t h e b i l l b ack t o
adopt the amendment, then I am afraid I am not going to be
able to vote for the bill. It is really putting the bill in
a situation that I think underscores where the real purpose
o f t h i s l e gi s l at i on i s co m i n g f r o m , and that is the New Car
Dealers Association wanted to have the bill, n ot necessar i l y
because the y ar e co n c e r ned about safety, but because they
are concerned about what they might have to provide in their
automobiles in the future, i.e. air bags or some other state
of the art safety equipment. I would urge you to not adopt
this amendment because the bill in its current form, if
Senator Labedz is right, and if it passes, and if the
Governor signs it, at least it is going to have s ome rea l l y
suspect parts of it and some of us will be able to figure
out a way, those of you in Omaha can go across the river and
buy your automobiles, or all those poor folks who are going
t o be d r i v i n g u p a n d d o wn the interstate this next summer
are n ot g oi n g t o be subjected to the unworkable ,
unenforceable parts of LB 496. T hank you , Mr . Pr e s i d e n t .

PRESIDENT: Is there further discussion? S enator H i g g i n s ,
d o you w i s h t o sp e a k ?

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I j us t can ' t
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