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as I'm concerned this isn't a clean bill. It's not what the
committee came out with and we' re being set up and I ask you
not to advance LB 713. Thank you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Senator Vard Johnson, do you wish to speak on
the bill?

SENATOR V. JO HNSON: Mr . Speaker, I know that in th e
last...with respect to the last couple of speeches folk have
commented for a few minutesabout how their vote has been
affected by an article that appeared in the newspaper today.
I always think it's unfortunate that one's vote is affected
e ithe r p o s i t i ve l y o r adve r s e l y by a piece that appears in
the newspaper, but I would like just to take a couple of
minutes to i ndicate that when I read the article this
morning, even though my name was not mentioned i n t h e
a rt i c l e , i t cou l d we l l h av e b e e n , might as well have been.
I persona ly happen to support the video slot bill and I' ve
also supported the Commonwealth resolution. It seems to me
that a reporter has an obligation to n ame sources a n d i t
also seems to me that a reporter has an obligation to at
l east v e r i f y wi t h peop l e whose names are listed in an
article the facts that he is printing about them and the
fact that that didn't happen indicates the quality of the
article and the quality of the reportage. It's unfortunate
that people's votes in this body are being affected by an
i ncred i b l y s h o ddy , s l o pp y j o b.

PRESIDENT: Senator Schmit, did you wish t o speak on t he
b i l l ?

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. P resident and members of the
Legislature, I have said earlier this afternoon that I have
always suppor=ed the Commonwealth cause and I think it' s
important that those of us on this floor recognize that many
t imes i n d i v i d u a l s suf f er because of the acts of government
directly or indirectly. I' ve said many times that you can
work f or 40 ye ar s to put something together and i n
40 minutes the government in one form or another can take it
away from you. I'm not going to dwell on that. I want t o
comment briefly also because I be l i e v e i t ' s i mp or t an t t o
point out that there are many, many forms of chicanery that
go on in politics. Probably the most honorable form is that
which you see ou t here o n t h e f l oo r ev er y day w h en
legislators work together trying to resolve problems that
arise, trying to solve the problems that b e set the

4981


