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l i ab i l i t y . Ev en t hough you ' r e making a $20.5 million
payment you should not be saying to the public and t he
world, we made a mistake, w e' re wr o n g , we want to pay from
n ow o n be c a u s e t h at ' s wh at can happen. When you admit
l i ab i l i t y , t h en y o u op en y o u r s e l f up t o continued lawsuits
forever. Now if we ' re going t o m ak e a $20.5 million
payment, then you should have it as a release is ordinarily
drawn. Th i s wi l l be our r e l ea se as I understand it.
Correct me, Senator Johnson and DeCamp if I'm wrong, but you
specifically deny liability when you settle a claim. So I
think that should be a carefully worked out program in this
b i l l . Th ank yo u .

PRESIDENT: Senator Schmit.

SENATOR SC HMIT: Mr. President and mem bers of the
Legislature, speaking as a n on-Lincol n l eg i sl a to r who has
supported every single action of this Legislature and made a
number of public statements in support of a settlement of
the Commonwealth claim, I rise in support of the Senator
Vard Johnson amendment for many of the s ame reasons g i ve n b y
S enator J o h nson , by Sen a t o r Nichol. I w ant to point out
that the legislative branch h as l i mi t ed abi l i t y on
oversight. For the many years I ha v e b e e n h er e I h ave
requested information from the executive branch time after
time. The plain facts are that we get what information they
want to give us and that is as it should be. There is a
separat i o n o f power s and the supervision of these
institutions was not the r espons i b i l i t y o f t he Leg i s l a t u r e .
I t wa s i n f ac t t he r es po ns i b i l i t y of the executive. It was
t he r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of e ve r y s i ng l e execut i v e , as I r e ca l l ,
from the Commonwealth i nve s t i gat i on go i n g c l ea r bac k to
1960. We were told =hat none of those executives were ever
apprised of the dif iculties of Commonwealth. That may be
and I ' m sure i t i s . I wou l d f i nd i t d i f f i c u l t t o b e l i ev e
that some of this information c ould no t h a v e b e e n d e v e l o p e d
had there been a sincere interest in pursuing some of those
r espons i b i l i t i e s b y t h e Ch i ef Exec u t i v e . Be that as it may,
there is no re ason for this Legislature to cover o ur se l v e s
with sack cloth and a shes and now accept all kinds of
responsibility that we never had, that we could not have
determined and that is not our responsibility. As Senator
Nichol has pointed out you d isc l a i m l i ab i l i t y . Se nat o r
DeCamp and I at one time filed a lawsui t agai n s t se v e r a l
large chain stores. We received a se ttlement. They
specifically denied any wrongdoing in count after count
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