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stricken at this point. We' re buying a p i g i n a poke o n
this amendment. You know I don't know exactly what language
they want to come up with, but frankly, I'd rather keep that
i n her e a t t h i s po i nt and decide an amendment to it at a
later point rather than trying to strike two sections of the
law just like that and everybody wait to see what w e c ome up
with. I don't know who agreed to that amendment a nd I ' m
s ure t h at Se n a t o r John s o n h a s a legitimate concern, but
let ' s s tay w i t h t he bi l l and un t i l we f i nd som e t h i n g b e t t e r
and I think if w e fxnd something better we ca n make a
change, bu t I h av en ' t seen that something better yet. So
I 'm cer t a i n l y n o t agreeing to any striking of two sections
of the law that are principal reasons for this legislation
in the first place.

PRESIDENT: Senator DeCamp, do you wish t o speak on t h i s

SENATOR DECAMP: Ju st to say I do support the amendment.
I t ' s the matter I brought up e ar l i e r and I t h i nk the
amendment should have gone a l i t t l e f u r t he r . I don ' t t h i nk
t he Leg i s l a t u r e sho u l d i n l i ne 1 state that there is "a
valid legal basis and the $12 million is meritorious." I
think this $12 million claim has to at some point before it
gets passed, I'm assuming it does get passed, has to receive
some really adequate debate and has to be differentiated
completely from the 8 .5 mi l l i on set t l em e n t . A nd I ' m not
going to attempt anything today. It is three thirty-seven.
I know they want to get a vote on the bill to advance it.
I'm not one to hinder that, but I am going to support this
amendment and send just at least a s i g na l t hat I ' m go i n g t o
l ook a t t he b i l l c ar ef u l l y be t w e e n n ow and Sel e c t an d I
t hink i t ha s a l ot of i mp l i c at i o ns for the future of the
state and I want to make sure we at l ea st cov e r a l l b a s e s
before we do put it rnto law.

PRESIDENT: Senator Haberman, do you wish anything?

SENATOR HABERMAN: I' ll give my time to Senator Nichol.

PRESIDENT: Senator Nichol.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
h aving h a n d l e d c l a i m s in the past, I learned earl y o n t h at
when you settle a claim, when you settle a claim you deny
liability and =hat's what we s h o u l d d o he r e . W e shoul d d e n y

amendment?
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