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made a promise to myself and that promise e ssent i a l l y w a s
today wasn't the day I was going to wage any b ig ba t t l e o n
t his i s s u e and my o p e n in g and my c l o s i n g i s go i n g to be i n
t hat f r a mework . I wi l l n ot dea l wi t h t h e i ssues r a i sed b y
Senator Beutler and others, wil l no t get i nt o hea vy
r ' eto r i c . I wi l l t r y t o ad dr e s s o n e thing that Senator
Wesely raised and one thing my good friend at the World
Herald raised. The o ne thing Senator Wesely raised was
rela t i v e l y si m p l e . He sa i d S e n a to r D eCamp and a l o t of you
other people signed on the resolution. Now l i v e u p t o i t h e
said. M y answer to Senator Wesely i s , I si gn ed o n t h e
r esolu t i o n a n d n o w I ' m g o i n g t o l i ve up to it and so should
you. Read your resolution. Read the debate of that d a y .
Read all facts surrounding it. Let me just read a portion
o f i t . "Whereas, it is in the best interest of the State of
Nebraska and the receiver for Commonwealth Savings Company
insolvent to resolve the issue of the state's liability."
Then go t o t he "Now t here fo r e " s ect i o n s . "It is the intent
of the Legislature that this settlement must be approved by
an order of the District Court of Lancaster County prior to
the incurrence of any o bligations," b lah , b l ah , b l ah ,
"cont i n gent upon the approval of a settlement by t he
District Court of Lancaster County, it is the intent of the
L egis l a t u r e t o se t t l e al l Co mmonwealt h c l a i m s , " s o on and s o
forth. You may remember on t hat d ay y ou v ot ed on thi s
resolution, you voted on another resolution the n ext d a y ,
one I offeree. Go back and read your legislative history
and it was passed I think almost unanimously and it said the
court, in addr essing this i ssue , h as t o t ake into
consideration the Commonwealth repor t wh i ch S e n a t o r Va r d
Johnson and the Commonwealth Committee dealt with. The
Commonwealth people have been hurt as bad as anybody in this
state. I do n't contest that, don't contest that at all.
How it's settled is another matter and either the rule of
law or the rule of politics and man is going to win out
here. At this point all I am suggesting is I am living up
100 percen t t o w h a t w a s agr e e d o n on the floor. That was a
settlement would try to be nego tiated. I t would b e
presented to the District Court of Lancaster County and what
t hey came up w i t h was w h a t I wou l d l i ve wi t h . N ow al l y o u
have to do is go back and remember that debate. I t h i n k I
suggested and I think Senator Johnson may have been one o f
the ones to suggest the maximum amount that a ny cour t e v e n
giving the benefit of the doubt, putting their e yes i n t h e
sky and ev e r y t h i n g e l se , c ould app r ove was p r o b ab l y , I t h i n k
I used t h e t e r m 9 mi l l i o n so t he y came up with 8.5. Yes, I
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