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simple . Th e or i g i na l amounts in the bill were q ui t e
substantial. I could not support those. Early i n t he
session i n me e t i n g s w i t h various people from business to
labor people I suggested $ 132 to $ 1 34 . The r eas o n I d i d
t hat wa s b ec a use I believed that was reasonably balanced
with the rate of inflation, figuring inflation about 4 t o
5 percent the last couple years, at least 4 to 5 percent in
the area that would impact the people h ere. I t ' s p r ob a b l y
more than that for th ose people, but overall about a
4 percent inflation factor is what we' re recognizing. So my
amendment, I felt, was a reasonable settlement on a fa i r
basis of the unemployment, $ 132. My ot h e r conc e r n was
whether i n an y way this would increase to the employer the
amount that they' re having to pay for unemployment taxes,
b ecause as s o mebody who has p a i d more than a few of these
unemployment dollars and had some concerns about the entire
concept of unemployment, I did not want to see the
businessman, t he i nd i v i du a l p ay i n g t he tax impacted. I
think it has been handed out to you now, a letter that would
pretty well document, I'd quote you a last paragraph. "I
project the maximum WBA could go to $138 if the unemployment
rate did not exceed 2.3 and the trust fund balance would not
be reduced below the beginning balance and I think i t
suggests also in there there would not be any n eed fo r an
increase in the employer's payments. As I s ay , I t h i n k t h e
original amount was far too high. I think the other amount
that was finally settled on, maybe reasonabl y so at the
time, was a shade too low and I feel $132 should settle this
issue for the next couple o f y e a r s . I ' d l i ke t o see us,
when we deal with workmen's comp. and unemployment, try to
get them two or three years at a time. We' ve done a two
year program. This would settle it for another two or three
years and settle it without being hyperinflationary or even
in any way inflationary. So I ' d u r ge you t o support t h e
amendment.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Barrett.

SENATOR BARRETT: Mr . Preside nt , t h i s i s a motion to bring
the bill back for the purpose of the amendment7

PRESIDENT: Th at ' s cor r e c t . This is a motion to return the
bill to Select File for the specific amendment.

SENATOR BARRETT: Thank you . I mu st r i se , o f cou r se , i n
opposition to the motion to return. I believe that we had a
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