
May 7, 1985 LB 408

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Beutler would move to return
408 to Select File for a specific amendment. (Beutle r
amendment appears on page 2122 of the Legislative Journal.)

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Beutler.

SENATOR B E UTLER: M r. Sp ea k e r and memb e r s o f t he
Legis l a t u r e , f i r st o f a l l my apologies to the committee. I
just had a chance to look over the bill closely this morning
so my suggestions this morning I was just barely able to get
down on p a p e r , m u c h l e ss d i scu ss with the committee. But my
amendment does three things and I want to outline those
carefully to you. Two of them I think are, has>cally,
technical. The third one is a public policy matter to which
I hope you will pay some attention. The first thing it does
is to strike the sentence b eginn in g o n l i n e 1 7, pa g e 1 3 a n d
this one reads as follows: "The Attorney General shall have
concur r en t j u r i sd i c t i on w i t h the county attorney in the
prosecution of offenses under the Nebraska Bingo and Lottery
Control Act." That sentence zn part one of my amendment I
am dele t i n g a n d I ' m d e le t i n g i t f o r t he reason that there is
a statute in existence which I have passed out to you which,
basically, states that the Attorney General h as concur r e n t
jurisdiction with county attorneys on a l l m a t t e r s , n ot j u st
this matter, but on all matters. And so t h e l ang u age i s at
b est r e d u ndant . How e v e r , I would prefer to see the language
eliminated because it may set up some kind of inference that
the general statute giving the Attorney General c on c u r r e n t
jurisdiction somehow has less broad an interpretation if
y ou' re g o i n g to start out in individual statutes pointing
out that th e Attorney General has specific concurrent
j ur i s d i c t i on i n an i nd i v i d u a l ca s e. So I t h i nk i t cau ses
some confusion and I would ask for the deletion of that
sentence. The second part of the amendment also on page 13,
starting on line 21, and deleting that sentence. A nd th a t
sentence says that any prosecution u nder t h e N e b r a sk a B i n g o
and Lottery Control Act shall be instituted within 18 months
from the time the offense was committed. N ow the o f f e n s e s
committed under this act are misdemeanor offenses. Under
the general law of the State of Nebraska, 18 months is the
statute of limitation for misdemeanor offenses and so once
again t h i s l an gu ag e i s r edundant . Howev e r , onc e again i t
m ay cause con f u s i o n b e c a u se the general statute has some
provisos attached to it and I have passed out to you the
general statute that applies to misdemeanor offenses and you
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