
May 6, 1985 LB 333

difficult time with the fact that we can't do it just right
stra i gh t up . I wou l d a l so , since my good seatmate here
indicates that he thinks it ought to have an emergency
clause so it will catch him, I will remind Senator Miller
that it's not the original cost, it's t he upkeep . So no
matter what the license is, from there on is w hen the c o s t
is go ing t o be .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins. ..oh , w e h av e an amendment
to the amendment, I guess.

C LERK: Mr . Pr es i d e n t , Senator Beutler would move to amend
Senator Lynch's amendment. (See Beutler amendment found on
p age 2104 o f t he L e g i s la t i v e J o u r n a l . )

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislature,
my amendment proposes to add a fee. I'm going to establish
for the first time in the state a divorce fee. The divorce
fee is in th e a mount of $10 0 . Th e r ea son t h at I 'm
establishing a divorce fee i s because t h i s bod y seems to
think that because child abuse is related t o marr i a ges and
that kind of thing, and that, therefore, those things should
be taxed an increased amount, then it seems to me even more
appropriate that we should fund this out of the divorce fee
because I suggest to you that statistics will show that the
children of divorced parents, t hose w ho ar e l i v i ng with
s tepparent s a n d b o y f r >e n d s and girl friends, t end t o be t he
children that are most abused, and that, therefore, r ela t i n g
this as cl osely a s possible, the fee that should be
increased or t he fee that we should institute rs a d i vo r ce
fee. Not only that, zt would have a beneficial social value
because m a r ri a g e s ar e goo d and we do n't w ant to tax
marriages high. Div orces are b a d , so we want t o t ax
divorces. We w ant to try to k eep people t o g e t h e r . I f we
can keep more people together, there will be less chi l d
abuse because we know where t he ch i l d a b u s e l i e s p r r ~a r i l y .
Then if we have this tax, and if we c an get r id o f a
building up of the fund and do what we should do with regard
to aid to dependent children, t hen we wi l l n ot onl y h el p
keep families together but we will strengthen families. I
think that in the strengthening of familzes lies our best
h ope fo r d oi ng a w a y with c h i l d abu se . That w o u l d be my
amendment, Mr. Speaker.
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