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SENATOR VICKERS: Mr. President and members, I think the
discuss io n on t h e DeCamp a mendment has been ver y
interesting. In the first place w e have people s t a n d i n g u p
and s a y i n g t ha t , you know, maybe, just maybe the farm
organizations can be wrong about an issue. Maybe, just
maybe I am going t o have to vo t e against t he f a r m
organizations on an issue and it might be that I am going to
vote against them because i t m i gh t be go i n g t o r ai se my
property taxes a little bit more than what it maybe should
be because when I l o ok ac r o s s t he state, mine xs going to go
up more than somebody else' s. Well , I wou l d sug g es t t o y ou
that maybe, just maybe you have been h old ing y ou r p r o p e r ty
t ax v a l ue s do w n b e c ause o f you r county a s s e s s or s ov er t h e
last f ew yea r s any h o w. And maybe, just maybe these same
people are the same folks that should look back a t t h e v e t
s chool i s s u e y e s t e r d a y and say, you know, maybe those farm
g roups ar e wro n g a t so me o t h e r times too once in a whi l e .
Maybe those people really don't want to look at the future
and see w h a t t h e c os t s are going to be. It se ems rather
strange to me how the difference of one day can make, or how
the difference of whether it is me going to be paying the
taxes or spreading it out that everybody else is going to
make. You know, a lot of the folks have been standing up
a nd s a y in g , w e do n ' t wan t to use income as a v aluation
method. Or a lot of the same people that have come to me in
the past are saying, why the devil don' t w e u s e i nc o me as a
measurement of wealth of scho ol d istricts f or thi s
distribution of state furds? Well,

'
t h ink w e shou l d d o

both. I t h ink we should d o b ot h . I d on' t s e e a nyth i n g
wrong with using the productive capacity of land. It might
cause some difficulties in the adjustments right now because
of those differences that are out there and those are going
to be hard to swallow, folks. It is going to be tough to
do, but I can't see anything wrong with the concept. I
can' t see anything wrong with saying, you know, we had ought
to base the value based on what it can produce, n ot what a
couple of crazy fools might decide to r un t h e p r i ce up t o .
Senator DeCamp says it is going t o b e d i f f i cu l t t o f i gu r e
thi s ou t . I t i s goi n g t o b e di f f i c u l t t o understand, but it
is easy to understand what 50 percent of actual value i s .
It is easy to understand what 50 percent of something is, I
wall tell you that, but how do you figure what the something
xs? I s zt goi n g t o b e e asy t o f i gu r e out what the value zs,
t he a c t u a l v a l u e i s? It hasn't been up to this point in
tame. I h av e n e v e r he a r d any b o d y stand up and say that the
a ssessors a r e al w a y s right in figuring actual value. And I
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